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AFB’s Roberts Cites Need for Unity 
As Key to Growth in the 1970's 


An estimated 500,000 persons will lose their sight during 
the 1970's, an increase of approximately 25 per cent over 
the previous decade, thus affirming the necessity for satisfy- 
ing one of the most significant needs in the field of blindness 
— the unification of services. 

The need for such unity among the nation’s 800 agencies 
and organizations serving the- blind was stressed by Harold 
G. Roberts, AFB associate director for service, when he 
addressed the Mid-Atlantic regional conference of the 
American Association of Workers for the Blind recently in 
New York City. 

Indicating that costs in care for the blind may well soar 
as high as 3 billion dollars annually in the 1970’s, Mr. 
Roberts cued his talk around what he described as a frag- 
mented or “sub-system” form of service that has beset 
work for the blind. These “sub-systems,” operating inde- 
pendently among the nation’s service agencies and organiza- 
tions, lack a cohesive unity, he said, and the result is they 
all go their separate ways, all at the expense of blind 
persons who require specialized services. 

“We no longer can afford the luxury of unplanned 
growth,’ Mr. Roberts said. He then continued: ‘More- 
over, I believe something more is needed than the occa- 
sional coming together of national bodies on an ad hoc 
basis to search for common areas of agreement. It seems 
to me that we need to invent new ways — new mechanisms 
to weld our various sub-systems into a unified whole both 
nationally and locally. Only by this can we hope to arrive 
at meaningful common goals and unified plans for reaching 
12 eas 


One-Issue Hiatus For Newsletter 


Librarians and others who keep a careful record of 
library logistics will note that the current edition of the 
AFB Newsletter is titled Vol. 6, No. 1, Winter 1971. Thus, 
1970 saw the publication of three issues instead of four, 
the fall edition having been eliminated. 


Davis, Dr. Scholl, Kohn Named 
New Trustees at Foundation 


Three new members have been elected to the AFB Board 
of Trustees. They are Carl J. Davis, head of the department 
of psychology and guidance, Perkins School for the Blind, 
Watertown, Mass.; Dr. Geraldine Scholl, professor at the 
School of Education, University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, 
and Joseph Kohn, executive director, New Jersey Com- 
mission for the Blind. 

Mr. Davis replaces William H. English whom he recently 
succeeded as president of the Association for Education of 
the Visually Handicapped (AEVH). 

Winthrop K. Howe, Jr., and Eustace Seligman have 
become trustee emeriti. 


Announcement of the board changes was made by John 
S. Crowley, AFB president. 


New Members On Advisory Committee 


Five changes have been made on the AFB Service 
Advisory Committee, in accordance with the Foundation’s 
practice of rotating memberships. 

The new chairman is Joseph Kohn, who replaces Robert 
S. Bray, chief of the division for the blind and physically 
handicapped, Library of Congress. Mr. Bray remains a 
member of the AFB board. 

Other new members on the Service Advisory Committee 
are Carl W. Lappin, director, Instructional Materials Refer- 
ence Center for Visually Handicapped Children at the 
American Printing House for the Blind; George A. Magers, 
assistant chief, division for the blind and visually handi- 
capped, Social Rehabilitation Service, HEW; Charles 
Galozzi, assistant chief of the division for the blind and 
physically handicapped, Library of Congress, and Judge 
Reese H. Robrahn, president of the American Council of 
the Blind, Topeka. 

Those vacating their posts, as per the rotating schedule, 
in addition to Mr. Bray, are Dr. Douglas C. MacFarland, 
chief, division for the blind and visually handicapped, SRS, 
HEW; Russell Williams, chief, blind rehabilitation section, 
Veterans Administration, and Dr. Scholl. 





VIDEO ILLUSTRATES TALK —At the recent AFB- 
sponsored conference of national agencies serving children 
and youth, Ross L. Huckins used a video tape recording to 
illustrate his talk on how blind Boy Scouts can be taught 
to gc camping. 


National Youth Agencies Confer 
On Inclusion of Blind Youngsters 


Nine national organizations that deal in services for chil- 
dren and youth were represented on Nov. 17 at a special 
one-day invitational conference that sought to discuss ways 
in which blind children and youth could be absorbed into 
regular programs of national youth organizations. The 
AFB-sponsored meeting was held at the Foundation in 
New York City. 

Representatives from national organizations serving chil- 
dren and youth joined in discussions with officials of 
agencies serving blind youngsters. The group intends to 
devise a pilot program in the next few months from ideas 
projected at the meeting. 

Participating in the informational exchanges were Dr. 
Hester Turner, national executive director, Camp Fire 
Girls, Inc.; Marian W. Barnett, program specialist, program 
department, Girl Scouts of the U.S.A.; Joseph M. Thomas, 
director of education relationships, Boy Scouts of America; 
Lucien H. Rice, assistant director of education relation- 
ships, Boy Scouts; Mart Bushnell, assistant director for 
health and safety, Boy Scouts; Elinor Buckholz, administra- 
tive assistant, Girls Club of America, Inc.; Francis S. 
Mansue, associate leader in New Jersey, 4-H Extension 
Service, College of Agriculture and Environmental Science 
at Rutgers-The State University, New Brunswick; Finis E. 
Davis, vice president and general manager of the Ameri- 
can Printing House for the Blind, Inc.; Robert S. Bray, 
chief of the division for the blind and physically handi- 
capped, Library of Congress; Kathy Wires, selection spe- 
cialist, Library of Congress; Ross L. Huckins, scouting 
chairman for the Association for Education of the Visually 
Handicapped (AEVH), who is also a teacher at the Cali- 
fornia School for the Blind, Berkeley; Mary M. Folk, Girl 
Scout representative with AEVH (she is also a teacher at 
the Royer-Greaves School for the Blind, Paoli, Pa.); Gilbert 
Field, director of public relations, Recording for the Blind, 


Inc., and Carl J. Davis, head of the department of psychol- 
ogy and guidance, Perkins School for the Blind, Watertown, 
Mass., and president of AEVH. 


Delivering the message of welcome for the AFB was 
M. Robert Barnett, the executive director. Harold G. 
Roberts, the Foundation’s associate director for service, 
was chairman of the meeting. Other AFB participants were 
R. Roy Rusk, director of the program planning department; 
Marion V. Wurster, director of the program development 
division; Patricia S. Smith, director of the information 
department, and William J. Sloboda, associate director for 
administration. 


N.Y, State Officials, Test Group 
Meet on Aged Blind Project 


Representatives of five New York State areas met recently 
in Albany with state governmental officials to inform them 
of a project designed to improve the daily life of elderly 
blind persons. The basic purpose of the project is to 
assimilate aged blind people into programs of other senior 
citizens. 


The project, which is currently being conducted under 
the aegis of the AFB, is in various stages of being imple- 
mented under local auspices in Rochester, Buffalo, Syracuse, 
Long Island and New York City. 


The five testing areas have the cooperation of various 
state and local officials. After a year’s test run in the five 
locales, the Foundation hopes to gather enough material 
to design a prototype program which could be used all over 
the country. 


The Albany officials heard the visitors explain that the 
two key factors that had to be scrutinized carefully before 
an assimilation program could be successful were 1) the 
need for a transportation system for aged blind persons so 
they could be absorbed into ongoing programs at senior 
citizen centers; 2) training of staff and volunteers at the 
senior centers so they could properly serve the blind 
participants in the senior programs. 

Presiding at the Albany meeting was Garson Meyer, 
co-chairman of the AFB’s National Task Force on Geriatric 
Blindness. Also present were three representatives of organi- 
zations whose experience with aging persons was believed 
a possible aid in the assimilation project. The visiting 
speakers, who described their work, were Janet Sainer, 
project director for New York State Serve and Enrich 
Retirement by Volunteer Experience (SERVE), a group 
run under auspices of the New York Community Service 
Society; Dr. Louis Pignataro, director of transportation and 
aging project, transportation planning division at Brooklyn 


‘Polytechnic Institute, and Eleanor K. Dailey, supervising 


eye health consultant at the New York State Commission 
for the Blind and Visually Handicapped. 

Agencies represented at the meeting covered such areas 
as aging, transportation planning, health, recreation and 
home services. Representing the AFB were Dorothy Demby, 
project coordinator; Robert L. Robinson, research associate, 
and Marion V. Wurster, head of the program development 
division. 
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Four New Members Added by AFB 
To Task Force on Geriatrics 


Four new members have been named to the AFB’s National 
Task Force on Geriatric Blindness. They are Wilfred D. 
David, M.D., executive director of the National Society for 
the Prevention of Blindness; David Jeffreys, vice president 
for the National Center for Voluntary Action; William 
Fitch, executive director for the National Council on Aging, 
Washington, D.C., and Martin J. McNamara, general 
counsel to the National Council of Senior Citizens. 


This brings to 20 the total number now on the task force, 
which is designed to improve economic and other benefits 
for aged blind citizens. 

Garson Meyer, of Rochester, N.Y., and Prof. Robert 
Morris of Brandeis University, are co-chairmen of the task 
force. 


Dallas Forum In May 
Another AFB development on geriatric blindness: 


The AFB is scheduling its own program for the National 
Conference on Social Welfare when the latter meets in 
Dallas next May 16-21. Although a specific format has not 
been devised for the conference, it has already been estab- 
lished that the AFB will direct its program toward aging 
and blindness. The AFB will be working closely with the 
National Council on Aging in setting up its agenda. 


AFB Building Two New Studios 
With Recording Expansion 


Two new recording studios will soon be completed at the 
AFB in New York City, bringing to six the total number 
that will be operating. 


Anticipation of an expanded Library of Congress talking 
book program, in addition to other contracts, has provided 
the impetus for the new studio construction. Consistent 
with this expansion is the recent installation by the AFB 
of its first fully automatic record-manufacturing press, 
which is designed not only to speed production, but also 
to improve quality. 

The new studios will give the AFB increased capability 
and flexibility in its over-all recording programs for the 
Library of Congress, the American Bible Society and other 
clients. 

Tape cassette production was begun by the AFB in 
early 1970. The Foundation will have produced an esti- 
mated 65,000 cassette recordings by the end of 1970, about 
equally divided between the Library of Congress and the 
American Bible Society. By the end of 1971, the AFB 
believes it will produce at least as many titles as it did 
during the previous year. 


The Foundation is now producing approximately 2.4- 
million discs and 330 titles, of which approximately 
1.7-million records are for the Library of Congress talking 
book program and 700,000 are produced for others, of 
which the American Bible Society uses the largest volume. 





MIGEL CEREMONIES — Proud possessors of the 1970 
Migel Medal for outstanding service in the field of blindness 
are Richard E. Hoover, M.D., and Roy Kumpe, long-time 
worker for the blind. Left to right are Dr. Hoover, Mr. 
Kumpe and John S. Crowley, president of the AFB. 

Dr. Hoover, chief ophthalmologist at the. Greater Balti- 
more Medical Center, and Mr. Kumpe, executive director 
of the Arkansas Enterprises for the Blind in Little Rock, 
were officially presented their awards Oct. 22 by the AFB 
at ceremonies held at the Foundation in New York City. 
The Foundation has been making the awards since 1937. 
The medal was named for the late M. C. Migel, first presi- 
dent of the Foundation. 

The awards ceremonies, held in the Polly Thomson Room 
of the Foundation, followed a long-time procedure of 
simplicity and brevity. Mr. Crowley delivered the message 
of welcome. Richard H. Migel, vice-chairman of the board 
of trustees and son of M. C. Migel, subsequently offered 
the opening remarks and introduced the presenters of the 
awards. Jansen Noyes, Jr., board chairman and former 
AFB president, related the history and purposes of the 
Migel awards. 

Dr. Douglas C. MacFarland, a member of the AFB 
board, made the award to Mr. Kumpe; Robert S. Bray, 
also an AFB board member, made the presentation to 
Dr. Hoover. 

Following reading of congratulatory messages to both 
winners by Guy Sorel, actor and talking book reader, the 
AFB hosted a reception. 


Annette Dinsmore Feted 
After 22 Years of Service 


AFB associates, friends, family and long-time colleagues 
in the field of blindness turned out Oct. 29 for a warm and 
affectionate farewell reception for Annette B. Dinsmore, 
upon her retirement from the Foundation after 22 years of 
service. Miss Dinsmore, a specialist in deaf-blind services, 
was the recipient of a number of gifts and also received 
many congratulatory letters and telegrams from co-workers 
in the field of blindness. 

There were such gifts from the Foundation as a gold 
locket and a photograph of Helen Keller which Miss Dins- 
more has long cherished. 


Dr. Salmon Presents Locket 


Dr. Peter J. Salmon, as a member of the AFB board of 
trustees, presented the locket on behalf of the Foundation. 


Dr. Salmon is the executive director of the National Center 
for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults in New Hyde Park, N.Y. 
Louis J. Bettica, director of services for the National Center, 
presented to Miss Dinsmore on behalf of the Center “a 
certificate of recognition.” She is a member of the Center’s 
advisory committee. 

George Werntz, Jr., executive vice president of The Seeing 
Eye, Inc., headed a visiting delegation from that organiza- 
tion which awarded to Miss Dinsmore a drawing of 
Buddy I, the canine that initiated the dog guide program 
at Seeing Eye 42 years ago. Seeing Eye and Miss Dinsmore 
have likewise had a long association; her current Dulcie is 
the fourth dog guide she has had from Seeing Eye over 
the years. 


Barnett M.C.’s Party 


M. Robert Barnett, executive director of the Foundation, 
m.c.’d the proceedings which were laced with some gentle 
spoofing directed at the guest of honor. Mr. Barnett 
wondered aloud, for instance, whether Miss Dinsmore had 
returned her air travel card to the business office. Harold 
G. Roberts, the Foundation’s associate director. for service, 
agreed to extend the loan of an AFB typewriter to the 
year 2,000, “as long as Miss Dinsmore takes care of repairs.” 

R. Roy Rusk, director of the AFB program planning 
department, read the letters and telegrams, which were 
handsomely bound in a keepsake album that was later 
presented to the honored guest. Marion V. Wurster, head 
of AFB’s program development division, was in charge of 
arrangements for the party. 

In addition to remaining as an adviser to the National 
Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults, Miss Dinsmore 
will also continue as a member of an advisory committee 
to the U.S. Office of Education on regional centers and 
services for deaf-blind children. 
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GILT-EDGED SENTIMENT — Mrs. M. Robert Barnett, 
left, wife of the AFB executive director, shares heradmira- 
tion for the locket presented by the AFB to Annette B. 
Dinsmore upon the latter’s retirement from the Foundation. 





Community Chest Surveys Services 
For the Blind in Atlanta 


A seven-member team from the Foundation conducted a 
detailed survey of services for the blind in five counties 
of metropolitan Atlanta the week of Nov. 15. The survey 
was requested and financed by the local Community Chest. 
The Community Chest’s main concern was for effective 
services for blind persons. 

The study, which ran the gamut of services for children 
and adults, included counseling, recreation, all phases of 
rehabilitation, pre-vocational training and employment. 

AFB staff who surveyed the Atlanta area were J. Albert 
Asenjo, specialist in rehabilitation; Pauline M. Moor, spe- 
cialist in education (child development services); Andrew 
J. Bowers, specialist in multi-handicapped blind persons; 
Oraien E. Catledge, consultant in AFB’s Region IV, which 
includes the Atlanta area, and Doris P. Sausser, director 
of community services for the Foundation. Mrs. Sausser 
was coordinator of the project. 

Two other specialists were employed from outside the 
Foundation. Roberta Townsend, formerly assistant director 
of the National Industries for the Blind (NIB), covered 
the broad area of employment, and Patricia Carpenter, 
assistant professor at Florida State University College of 
Education, the area of education. 


AFB to Hold Second Training Institute 
For Newcomers in Social Services 


The AFB, which a year ago held a three-day in-service train- 
ing institute in Chicago for newcomer workers in social 
services in the field of blindness, will hold another such 
institute Feb. 1-2, at the Tulane University School of Social 
Work in New Orleans. 

The AFB has limited the second institute to 35 partici- 
pants, who have been selected by the Foundation from 
applications submitted by agencies and schools for the blind 
from all over the country. The institutes are the result of 
an AFB field inquiry that indicated agencies and schools 
for the blind favored an institute where young workers 
new to the field could benefit from additional in-service 
training. 

The second institute will place an emphasis on the 
orientation of those workers in social services who have 
not yet achieved a graduate degree in social work. Priority 
has been given to those with less than three years’ experience 
in work with blind children or adults. 

The institute will again be under the leadership of Dr. 
Alan Klein, professor at the School of Social Welfare, State 
University of New York at Albany, N.Y. Dr. Klein also 
directed the AFB institute in Chicago. Other professionals 
will also be utilized as discussion leaders. 

The Foundation will underwrite the basic costs of the 
institute, with transportation expenses of the social workers 
to be defrayed by their sponsoring agencies. 

Approximately 200 agencies and schools for the blind 
were invited by the Foundation to submit applications. 

Paul J. Langan, director of personnel and training service 
in the program planning department, is coordinator of the 
institute. 














AFB Income Up to $5,033,262 in 1969-70; 
Production Key to Revenue 


A marked upturn from the previous year in its income for 
1969-70 was reported by the AFB in its recently released 
annual financial report. Income for the past year was 
$5,033,262; in 1969 the income totaled $4,700,462. Income 
comprised support from the public and other revenue. 

The Foundation held the line on its expenditures. This 
factor was especially significant during the past year since 
the AFB absorbed the cost of four additional employee 
items: a cost-of-living increase, premium payments on 
hospitalization for individuals, increase of life insurance 
payments from $3,000 to one-year’s salary, and improved 
disability benefits. 

The following are some key 1970 figures compared to 
those of 1969: 

Total support from the public, including contributions 
and legacies, 1970, $2,301,548 against $2,209,268 for 1969. 

Sales of talking books to the Library of Congress and 
other organizations, 1970, $1,326,566 against $1,296,392 
for 1969. 

Sales of aids and appliances, watches and publications 
to the public, 1970, $769,264 against $602,759 for 1969. 

Thus the total sales including talking books, to the 
Library of Congress and other organizations, plus sales of 
aids and appliances, watches and publications to the public, 
for 1970, $2,095,830 against $1,899,151 for 1969. 

In 1970 the Foundation spent $3,297,362 for program 
services. This represented an increase of $176,070 over the 
prior year. These services included field consultation and 
program development for other agencies and communities; 
direct service to blind people including the cost of sales of 
appliances, watches and publications; professional informa- 
tion and public education, including cost of related publi- 
cations; psychosocial and technological research, and cost 
of sales of production of reading matter in recorded form 
for other organizations. 

Investment income in 1970 rose to $564,722 from 
$522,973 for 1969. 

“While these figures certainly indicate continued growth 
and a relatively stable financial condition, they do not tell 
the whole story,” M. Robert Barnett, executive director of 
the AFB, said. “If AFB does not continue to derive income 
from its remarkable record of bequests, the budget officially 
adopted for the year which ends June 30, 1971, would 
actually show an operating deficit in excess of $400,000. It 
is also interesting to observe that the largest portion of our 
gross income is derived from our own production. Inciden- 
tally, while income from the sales of appliances continues 
to grow —reflecting an ever-increasing demand — that 
operation is still somewhat subsidized from our general 
fund.” 


Parental Counsel, Better Services Cue 
Parley on Multi-Handicapped Children 


Greater communication with the parents — that’s the key- 
note of an AFB-inspired program currently being planned 
for next spring by which the prime beneficiaries will be 


blind children with additional handicaps. A group of pro- 
fessionals, all geared toward serving handicapped children 
and youth, met recently at the Foundation to develop plans 
for a forthcoming seminar. 

Participants at the planning meeting held at the Founda- 
tion Oct. 15, in addition to those representing the AFB, 
were Robert Pogorelc, vocational rehabilitation specialist 
at the Rehabilitation Services Administration, HEW; Myrtle 
Wolff, chief of the standards division, Office of Child 
Development, HEW; Robert Warner, M.D., medical direc- 
tor, Children’s Rehabilitation Center, Children’s Hospital, 
Buffalo, N.Y., and Lawrence Ginensky, director of clinical 
services, Illinois Visually Handicapped Institute, Chicago. 

Representing the AFB were Andrew J. Bowers, specialist 
in multi-handicapped blind persons, and Pauline M. Moor, 
specialist in education (child development services). They 
are co-chairmen of the project. Also attending from the AFB 
were Zofja Jastrzembska, assistant director of the Inter- 
national Research Information Service, and Marion V. 
Wurster, director of the program development division. 

While the basic premise of the project is to improve 
counseling of parents who have multi-handicapped blind 
children, the purpose would also be to better coordinate 
professional services required for these children. The plan- 
ning committee agreed that too often professionals serving 
blind children were guilty of acting independently rather 
than in concert with their fellow professionals. 

The seminar would stress the need for a joint effort and 
would seek to establish a method and materials for provid- 
ing better service through a coordinated team approach. 
Neither the locale nor the date for the seminar has yet 
been set. 





PLAN AFB SEMINAR — Professionals involved in serv- 
ices for children and youth met with AFB specialists 
Oct. 15 to plan a forthcoming seminar that would provide 
materials and methods for helping parents of multi- 
handicapped blind children and youth. Shown above are, 
seated, left to right: Robert Pogorelc, Zofja Jastrzembska, 
Myrtle Wolff, Robert Warner, M.D., Pauline M. Moor, and 
Lawrence Ginensky. Standing, extreme right, is Andrew J. 
Bowers. 
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O.T.R. DEMONSTRATION — One of the key demonstra- 
tions of the recent Baltimore training sessions held for 
occupational therapists at Good Samaritan Hospital was 
their use of occluders (blindfolds) to give the O.T.’s more 
of an empathy with the blind persons to whom they will be 
called upon to give service. Photo shows three such partici- 
pants. Twenty registered O.T.’s took part in the seminar. 

Participating as faculty were Richard E. Hoover, M.D., 
chief ophthalmologist at the Greater Baltimore Medical 
Center; Frances Dover, associate director for the Jewish 
Guild for the Blind in New York City; Stanley Suterko, 
assistant professor at the Institute of Blind Rehabilitation, 
Western Michigan University at Kalamazoo; Frances Silver- 
stein, chief occupational therapist at Good Samaritan Hos- 
pital; Roy Ward, supervisor of rehabilitation teachers for 
the Virginia Commission for the Blind, and A. Marie 
Morrison, AFB consultant for Region II. Doris P. Sausser, 
director of community services for the AFB, was the project 
director. 

The project came under HEW’s Public Health Trainee- 
ship Program, The AFB received O.T. applications from 
23 states, but was limited to the eight Middle Atlantic states. 
The O.T.’s represented such settings as veterans hospitals, 
rehabilitation centers, mental hospitals, general hospitals, 
and community colleges. 


New Plastic Disc Under Study; 
Would Ease Circulation System 


Subscribers to the talking book program of the Library of 
Congress may soon benefit from an innovative procedure 
by which they would not have to return recorded periodicals 
to their regional libraries. It all depends on a one-year, 


two-part study now being conducted by the AFB for the 
Library’s Division for the Blind and Physically Handi- 
capped. 

The AFB is researching a process of a new lightweight 
plastic recording whose production cost and inexpensive 
mailing would obviate the necessity of submitting the 
records to more than one reader. The reader thus could 
listen to the publication at leisure, and could dispose of it, 
or keep it, as he chose. 

The AFB has been working on such a disc for some time 
with a preliminary report having already been submitted 
to Washington. A final report will go to the Library in the 
late spring. The Library and the AFB are looking forward 
to the possibility that a lightweight plastic disc, such as that 
currently being researched, would save time, money and 
effort, not only in production and mailing costs, but also 
in handling at the regional libraries. 

There is also the long-range possibility that the plastic 
disc could be used in the production of talking books. 


AFB Distributes 3 New T.V. Film Spots 
Inspired by Personal Guide Manual 


Three new T.V. film spots, all in color, have just been 
produced and released by the AFB to 450 stations. The 
films, which are of 60, 30 and 20-second duration, were 
distributed simultaneously with the publication by the AFB 
of the book A Step-By-Step Guide to Personal Management 
for Blind Persons, whose subject inspired the films. 

Two of the spots, the 60 and the 20, show an attractive 
blind miss unfalteringly applying make-up. In the 30-second 
spot, a man is shown shaving as his young daughter reads 
instructions from the guide. Alexander Scourby did the 
narration; photography was by Harold Kreiger. 





AFB CONSULTANTS MEET — AFB consultants from 


.five regional offices met in New York City, Oct. 13-23 for 


a series of home-office meetings. Two field trips were also 
included during their stay to The Seeing Eye, Inc., Morris- 
town, N.J., and to the National Center for Deaf-Blind 
Youths and Adults, New Hyde Park, N.Y. 

Participating, left to right, were Benjamin Wolf, Region 
VI, San Francisco; Doris P. Sausser, director of community 
services; Edward R. Murray, Region V, Denver; Jessamine 
Cobb, Region III, Chicago; Oraien E. Catledge, Region IV, 
Atlanta, and A. Marie Morrison, Region II, New York City. 











Foundation Goes to Discs 
For New Radio Series 


Taping costs of “Manpower” and other recorded programs 
have become somewhat prohibitive, so the public education 
division of the AFB has switched to disc recordings for its 
varied programming series. Its new “Manpower” program 
is now available on 3314 rpm discs for distribution to radio 
stations. 

Initial releases comprise 10 four-and-a-half-minute inter- 
views with working blind people. The new recorded disc 
series is now available free to radio stations, schools, clubs 
and agencies for the blind. Requests should be directed to 
the public education division of the AFB. 


New Publications 


515-F106 The Deaf-Blind: Some Studies and Suggestions 
for a National Program, by Milton D. Graham. A pamphlet 
by the director of the AFB research department that con- 
tains and interprets most of the available data on deaf-blind 
children on a national level and relates the data to the 
concerns of the new national deaf-blind centers. Single 
copies free. 

348-F214 Is Your Child Blind? A revised and re- 
designed edition of a pamphlet for the parents of young 
blind children. Free. 

358-F225 Where to Find Help for the Blind. A revised 
and redesigned flyer listing the state agencies for the blind 
and describing their basic services. Free. 

RB121 Research Bulletin 21. $1.50 per copy. 


Send all orders for publications to the publications direc- 
tor. Please include catalog numbers. 


Personnel 


PAUL J. LANGAN, who for the 
past 14 years has held important 
field posts for the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind, 
has joined the AFB as director 
of personnel and training service 
in the program planning depart- 
ment. 
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The position involves the ac- 
tive recruiting of personnel in the 
areas of education, rehabilitation and social welfare, the 
maintenance of a national job clearinghouse and, the 
utilization of training institutes. 


Mr. Langan comes to the AFB from supervisory duties 
in the Middle East with the AFOB. Before joining the 
AFOB, he was superintendent of the Kentucky School for 
the Blind and the Kentucky Workshop for the Blind. He 
had earlier been a teacher and principal of the Maryland 
School for the Blind. 





DAVA GRAYSON has been ap- 
pointed an editorial specialist in 
the publications division of the 
AFB information department. 


Miss Grayson comes to the 
AFB from the Institute of Inter- 
} national Education, where she 
» was employed as an associate edi- 
_ tor of various publications and 
> then as an information specialist 
at the institute. 





Prior to her tenure with the institute she was editor of 
the house organ for the W. T. Grant department store 
chain. She received a B.A. degree from Sarah Lawrence 
College. 


JUDITH M. WOLFSON has 
been appointed assistant librarian 
© 8) in the AFB’s M. C. Migel Memo- 
rial Library. She will serve under 
the supervision of Mary Maie 
| Richardson, head librarian. 


Miss Wolfson received a B.A. 
degree from the State University 
College in Buffalo, N.Y., where 


: fa = «she majored in liberal arts, and 
more recently was the recipient of a Master’s in Library 
Science from Drexel University in Philadelphia. She is a 
member of Beta Phi Mu, the library science honor society, 
and the American Library Association. 


In Addition... 


= Dr. Edward E. David, Jr., until recently executive direc- 
tor of communications systems research at Bell Labora- 
tories, was recently named by President Nixon as his science 
adviser with the title of director of the Office of Science 
and Technology (OST). Dr. David has been a member of 
AFB’s research advisory committee since January, 1964. 


Another member of AFB’s research advisory committee 
is Dr. Jerome Wiesner, former science adviser to President 
Kennedy. Dr. Wiesner is now dean of Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology. 


gm Dr. Milton D. Graham, director of research for AFB, has 
taken on additional duties with his appointment by Colum- 
bia University as lecturer in public health and administrative 
medicine for the period ending next June 30. 


= Marion V. Wurster, director of the AFB program de- 
velopment division, has been named a member of the 
advisory committee for the New York University depart- 
ment of education to consult on doctoral curricula for 
specialists in recreation. Miss Wurster was also recently 
appointed to the committee formed by the Department of 


Recreation and Parks Administration, University of Illinois, 
to devise a field work sequence on a master’s level, for 
students in therapeutic recreation. 


= Abraham Leon Kornzweig, M.D., has taken over as the 
new chairman of the American Geriatrics Society com- 
mittee assigned to help the AFB promote health care among 
elderly blind persons. Dr. Kornzweig, a New York ophthal- 
mologist, takes over the post following the recent death of 
Dan Gordon, M.D., also an ophthalmologist. 


mw A. Marie Morrison, AFB Region II consultant, addressed 
two groups recently in her area. She spoke to the Lions 
Club of Baltimore on services provided by the AFB; she 
also talked to the Mary E. Phillips Auxiliary of the Tri- 
County Association for the Blind, Harrisburg, Pa., on 
volunteers’ work for the blind and visually handicapped. 

= Garson Meyer, co-chairman of the AFB’s Nations! Tash 
Force on Geriatric Blindness, received the Better 1 (* ©. 00 
recently from the New York State Nursing Home As oeia- 
tion. The award, a bronze medallion, is given annually to 
the person or group that has done most to advance the 
cause of care for the elderly. Mr. Meyer is also chairman 
of the President’s National Task Force on the Aging, in 
addition to being active on state and community levels in 
work for the aging. 


= Pauline M. Moor, specialist in multiply-handicapped blind 
children, was a guest speaker recently at Peabody College, 
Nashville, where she addressed graduate students special- 
izing in education of multiply-impaired blind children. 
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mw Alexander Scourby, actor and narrator, was recently 
awarded the Francis Joseph Campbell citation for his long 
service to the blind. For the past 32 years Mr. Scourby has 
been a key reader in the Library of Congress talking book 
program. The award was made by the Round Table on 
Library Service to the Blind, the American Library Asso- 
ciation. The citation was named in honor of Sir Francis 
Joseph Campbell, who figured prominently as an educator 
of blind persons in the late nineteenth century. 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
American Foundation for the Blind to keep those in- 
volved in services for blind persons informed about 
the Foundation’s activities. Editorial offices are located 
at AFB headquarters, 15 West 16th Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10011. Regional AFB offices are: 


Washington D.C. ......1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 


Atlanta 127 Peachtree Street, N.E. 30303 
Chicago 127 North Dearborn Street 60602 
1575 Sherman Street 80203 
821 Market Street 94103 
All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole 
or in part provided credit is given the source. 
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AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND 


Science Parley, Awards, Symposium 
To Mark AFB 50th Anniversary 


Observing its fiftieth anniversary and fifty years of service 
to blind people, the American Foundation for the Blind 
will mark the occasion this fall by sponsoring a week-long 
series of events at the Plaza Hotel in New York. 


On Oct. 25, a three-day international conference on tech- 
nology and blindness, themed around the title of “Science 
and Blindness: Retrospective and Prospective,” will begin 
the week’s activities. An anniversary banquet will be held 
on the evening of Oct. 27. A two-day symposium on atti- 
tudes about blindness will be conducted Oct. 28 and 29. 


The technology meeting will be by invitation only with 
participants to include outstanding scientists from Europe, 
the Far East and the United States. Dr. Milton D. Graham, 
as director of the AFB Research Department, will coor- 
dinate the activities of the meetings. The conference will be 
limited to 50 participants. 

The presentation of the Migel Medal, for outstanding 
service in the field of blindness, will be awarded this year 
at the Oct. 27 banquet. The medal, which is awarded an- 
nually by the Foundation to two recipients, is named for 
the late M. C. Migel, first president of the Foundation. The 
Foundation will present other awards that evening in 
recognition of exceptional service. 

The Oct. 28-29 symposium, which will also be a closed 
session, will be limited to approximately 120 participants. 
R. Roy Rusk, director of the AFB Program Planning De- 
partment, will coordinate the symposium. 

Preparations for the fiftieth anniversary cover many 
other areas. Publication of special materials will be keyed 
to the half-century celebration. 

M. Robert Barnett, executive director of the AFB, will 
have republished a collection of his “Hindsight Columns,” 
which formerly appeared in the New Outlook for the Blind. 
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SOTH ANNIVERSARY PREPARATION — Mrs. Patricia 
S. Smith, director of AFB information, and Harold G. 
Roberts, associate director for service, are shown studying 
posters and other material which the Foundation will utilize 
for the observance of its forthcoming 50th anniversary 
celebration. 


Warren Bledsoe, consultant to the Division for the Blind 
and Visually Handicapped of the Social and Rehabilitation 
Service, HEW, and Mrs. Patricia S. Smith, AFB director 
of information, will recall 50 years of progress in service 
to the blind, as seen through the pages of the New Outlook 
during the past five decades. Their collaborative efforts will 
be brought out in book form by the AFB. 


Creation of special television and radio announcements 
is under way, as well as print ads for magazines. 


50 Years of Helping Blind People Become Just People 
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AFB to Sponsor Symposium on Aging 
In L.A.; Task Force to Meet 


The urgent need to improve benefits for the nation’s aging 
blind population will be the keynote theme of a public 
symposium to be held in Los Angeles on April 23 under 
auspices of the AFB. The symposium, which will be held 
at the Ambassador Hotel, will include as participants leaders 
in the fields of medicine, aging, health, social welfare and 
government. 

The theme of the symposium will provide an opportunity 
for an exchange of ideas on the problems, progress and 
prospects in planning services for the elderly blind and 
visually impaired. 

The National Society for the Prevention of Blindness, 
according to its most recent figures, estimated that 47.2 
percent of those declared legally blind were over the age 
of 65. The same estimates revealed a total of 435,000 legally 
blind persons in the United States. 

Participants set for the program are Garson Meyer, chair- 
man of the President’s Task Force on Aging; Robert Morris, 
D.S.W., director of the Max Levinson Gerontological Policy 
Institute at Brandeis University; William C. Fitch, executive 
director of the National Council on Aging; Wilfred D. 
David, M.D., executive director of the National Society for 
the Prevention of Blindness; Eleanor E. Faye, M.D., board 
member of the American Academy of Ophthalmology and 
Otolaryngology; Martin Ortiz, director of the Center of 
Mexican American Affairs, Whittier College. 

Also, Miss Ollie A. Randall, member of the planning 
board for the forthcoming White House Conference on 
Aging; Howard H. Hanson, state director of Service to the 
Visually Impaired of Pierre, S. D.; Abraham Leon Korn- 
zweig, M.D., chairman, liaison committee, American Geri- 
atrics Society, New York; David Jeffreys, vice-president for 
organizational relations of the National Center for Volun- 
tary Action; Mrs. Barbara C. Coughlan, deputy regional 
commissioner of the Social and Rehabilitation Service, 
HEW, of San Francisco; Frederick C. Swartz, M.D., chair- 
man, Committee on Aging, American Medical Association; 
Martin J. McNamara, former general counsel to the Na- 
tional Council of Senior Citizens; Mrs. A. M. G. Russell, 
chairman, California Commission on Aging, and M. Robert 
Barnett, executive director of the AFB. 

The meeting will be hosted by the AFB Los Angeles Area 
Committee, under the chairmanship of Miss Flora Marks. 

For two days immediately preceding the symposium, 
April 21 and 22, the Foundation’s National Task Force on 
Geriatric Blindness will hold its third annual conference 
at the Los Angeles Ambassador. The task force will hear 
a progress report from the Foundation on recommendations 
made by the advisory group relevant to national planning 
on services for the elderly blind. The AFB report will be 
given by Miss Dorothy Demby, a staff associate. Mr. Meyer 
and Dr. Morris, co-chairmen of the task force, will preside 
at the closed meetings. 





TECHNOLOGISTS MEET AT AFB—A recently ap- 
pointed advisory committee on talking book technology met 
Feb. 10-11 at AFB headquarters in New York to discuss 
improved technology in the talking book program. The 
committee is serving as consultant to the Library of Con- 
gress Division for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, 
under whose aegis the talking books are manufactured and 
distributed. Among the 20 technologists who attended the 
meetings were, left to right, Leslie Clark, director of AFB’s 
International Research Information Service; Leo Levens, 
director of AFB Engineering Division; Robert S. Bray, 
chief of the Library of Congress Division for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, and John W. Breuel, director of 
AFB Manufacturing and Aids and Appliances Department. 





AFB, 5 Other Major Agencies Form 
Alliance to Bolster Services 


Heads of the six major organizations of and for the blind 
are holding semi-annual meetings in an attempt to coor- 
dinate their efforts on behalf of blind persons. M. Robert 
Barnett, executive director of the American Foundation for 
the Blind, is the AFB representative at the meetings. 

Two meetings were held in 1970 and another is sched- 
uled for May 2 in Fort Lauderdale. 

Attending the meeting are Dr. Douglas C. MacFarland 
in his capacity as president of the American Association of 
Workers for the Blind; Judge Reese H. Robrahn, president 
of the American Council for the Blind; Carl Davis, president 
of the Association for the Education of the Visually Handi- 
capped; Joseph Kohn, former president of the National 
Council of State Agencies for the Blind; Burt L. Risley, 
current president of the National Council of State Agencies 
for the Blind; Kenneth Jernigan, president of the National 
Federation of the Blind, and Mr. Barnett. 

“The purpose of the meetings is to develop a method for 
national organizations interested in blind persons to come 
together and discuss their needs and the nationwide trends 
and legislation that affect them,” according to Mr. Kohn 
who served as chairman of the last meeting. 

He also pointed out that the participants “made it clear 
that this is not an attempt to develop a super agency. Nor is 


. it an effort to have every national organization adopt a uni- 


form point of view. Rather it is designed to explore those 
areas where they agree and to coordinate their efforts.” 

A system of rotating the chairmanship has been adopted, 
with Mr. Jernigan chairing the spring meeting. In comment- 
ing on the meetings, Mr. Jernigan pointed out that while 
the organizations have regularly communicated on an in- 
formal basis, this is a coordinated, although still informal, 
effort to discuss matters of concern to the various groups. 





Cl 


New York State Test Areas Speed Up 
Assimilation Program for Aging 


The pilot AFB project by which aging blind persons were 
to be assimilated into on-going programs of other senior 
citizen groups has been accelerated in all five New York 
State areas for which it was originally devised for a year’s 
test run. The demonstration locales are Rochester, Buffalo, 
Syracuse, Long Island, and New York City. 

A variety of social service and community organizations 
continue to become involved in the project. Key sponsors 
for the Long Island phase of the program are the Nassau 
County Division of the Recreation and Parks Department 
and the Industrial Home for the Blind. In Buffalo the 
sponsors are the Community Welfare Council of Buffalo 
and Erie County, and the town of Amherst senior centers 
plus the Buffalo Association for the Blind. In Syracuse the 
sponsoring groups are the Syracuse Association of Workers 
for the Blind and the Wagonwheel Senior Center. 

In Rochester the sponsors are the Association for the 
Blind of Rochester and Monroe County and the Bureau of 
Recreation. In New York City the key sponsoring organi- 
zations include the Community Welfare Council of Greater 
New York, through its New York Association for Senior 
Centers; the Vacation Camp for the Blind, Inc., the New 
York City Department of Social Service, the Jewish Guild 
for the Blind and the New York Association for the Blind. 

In each of the test communities, local resources are being 
used to carry out the project. Local expenses are being met 
by sharing of staffs, services, equipment and other facilities. 

AFB sparked to the idea of an assimilation program for 
aging blind people several years ago when it originally 
explored a few successful projects conducted on a local 
basis in several parts of the country. It was the Foundation’s 
desire to design a prototype program that could be used 
nationally. 

Among the outstanding examples that the AFB credits 
with influencing its current statewide pilot project are the 
Senior Citizens, Inc., of Nashville; Project Restore, a 
combined effort of the Metropolitan Society for the Blind 
of Detroit, City of Detroit Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment, and the United Auto Workers Retired Persons; the 
Cleveland Society for the Blind; the Industrial Home for 
the Blind of Brooklyn, and the Minneapolis Society for 
the Blind. 


Psycho-Social Aspects of Blindness 
Cue Seminar in Research Series 


The social and psychological aspects of blindness was the 
subject of a seminar sponsored recently by the Research 
Department of the AFB in New York. The seminar was 
the fourth in a series of one-day meetings conducted by 
the AFB Research Department in the past year and a half. 

The seminars were designed to elicit informal exchanges 
of ideas among psychologists, sociologists, technologists 
and statisticians, who are in the forefront of research in 
the field of blindness. 

All meetings were held in New York except for the third, 
which took place in Santa Monica, Calif. 

The first of the conferences was conducted in the fall 


of 1969 and approached the problems of implementing 
utilization of the results of technological and sociological 
research. The second seminar, held in January 1970, dealt 
with blindness demographics and was a discussion on the 
statistical variables in the field of blindness. The topic 
covered characteristics of blind people, such as health 
factors, age, education and degree of visual loss. 


The third meeting, held in late April of 1970, was on 
the subject of technology. It preceded by a few days the 
Los Angeles public symposium on the same topic. (The 
symposium was also held under AFB auspices.) Some of 
the participants of the Santa Monica meeting also took 
part in the Los Angeles conference. 

Dr. Milton D. Graham, director of the AFB Research 
Department, supervised the seminars, aided by members of 
the department, including Leslie Clark, Miss Zofja S. 
Jastrzembska and Robert L. Robinson. 


Personnel 


PAUL NOBLE KING, who has 
held various posts in the field of 
social welfare, has joined the staff 
of the AFB as a regional con- 
sultant. Mr. King, who will work 
out of the Foundation’s New 
York City headquarters, will 
serve as an AFB liaison with state 
and local agencies for the blind 
in the eight states comprising the 
northeastern region (AFB Region I). 





Mr. King was executive director of the Family Service 
Association of Meriden, Conn., after having directed the 
social service department of the Hartford Rehabilitation 
Center. He also held key positions with the Family Service 
Association of Charleston County, South Carolina; the 
North Carolina State Department of Mental Health in 
Raleigh, and the Colorado State Hospital in Pueblo. 


Mr. King received degrees of Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Social Work from the University of North 
Carolina. He is a member of the National Association of 
Social Workers and the Academy of Certified Social 
Workers. 


SHERWOOD SMITH has been 
appointed an assistant librarian 
of the Migel Memorial Library 
at AFB headquarters in New 
York. In this capacity, he will be 
in charge of acquisitions. 


Mr. Smith received a B.A. de- 
gree in English at George Wash- 
ington University and an M.A. in 
English and an M.S. in Library 
Service from Columbia. He was formerly employed as a 
reference librarian at Columbia and Adelphi Universities. 
He also served as a lecturer in English literature at City 
College of New York. He is a member of the American 
Library Association, the Modern Language Association, 
and Beta Phi Mu, an honorary librarian fraternity. 





AFB Appoints Advisory Committee 
For Its Publications Program 


An eight-member Publications Advisory Committee has 
been appointed to advise the Board of Trustees on the 
publications program of the Foundation. 

The Committee’s charge includes offering advice on the 
scope, objectives and priorities of the program, as well as 
on the allocation of funds to the program. 

The AFB has an extensive publications program centered 
in the Publications Division of the Information Depart- 
ment. It includes six periodicals (the New Outlook for 
the Blind; the AFB Newsletter; the Washington Report; the 
Research Bulletin; Talking Book Topics, and Braille Book 
Review); professional material such as monographs, and 
public education material in pamphlet form. 

Co-chairmen of the Committee are Dr. Geraldine Scholl, 
professor of special education, University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, and J. M. Woolly, superintendent of the 
Arkansas School for the Blind, Little Rock, both members 
of the AFB Board of Trustees. 

Other members are Alexander Handel, executive direc- 
tor of the National Accreditation Council, New York; 
Herbert Rusalem, Ed.D., Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York; Miss Ruth Kaarlela, assistant director, 
Institute of Blind Rehabilitation, Western Michigan Univer- 
sity, Kalamazoo; Mrs. Helen Worden, executive director, 
Rhode Island Association for the Blind, Providence; Vernon 
Metcalf, assistant executive director of the Arkansas Enter- 
prises for the Blind, Little Rock, and Paul Starkovich, 
Washington State School for the Blind, Vancouver. 

Mr. Handel, Dr. Rusalem and Dr. Scholl are serving 
three-year terms; Miss Kaarlela, Mrs. Worden and Mr. 
Metcalf are set for two years; Mr. Woolly and Mr. Star- 
kovich for one year. 

AFB executives who are directly involved with the Com- 
mittee are Harold G. Roberts, associate director for service; 
Mrs. Patricia S. Smith, director of information, and Miss 
Mary Ellen Mulholland, director of the Publications Divi- 
sion. Others from the AFB who will be involved occa- 
sionally as consultants will include Dr. Milton D. Graham, 
director of the Research Department; Miss Marion V. 
Wurster, director of the Program Development Division, 
and Miss Mary Maie Richardson, Foundation librarian. 

The Committee held its organizational meeting March 
18-19 at AFB headquarters. 


3 New Members on AFB M.D. Group 


The American Geriatrics Society has appointed three new 
members to its liaison committee working with the AFB 
on the medical and health aspects of aging and blindness. 
The new members, all from New York, are Peter J. Pinto, 
M.D.; Eleanor E. Faye, M.D., and Morris Feldstein, M.D. 
The term is for one year. 

The committee functioned in recent months under the 
acting chairmanship of Abraham L. Kornzweig, M.D., 
New York, due to the death of Dan M. Gordon, M.D., its 
chairman. Other members are Leslie Fine, M.D., New 
York; George Hellinger, O.D., New York; Frederick C. 
Swartz, M.D., Lansing, Mich., and Richard E. Hoover, 
M.D., Baltimore. 


AFB Administrative Institutes 
In Portland, Dallas, St. Paul 


“Growing Pains — Where Have We Been and Where Are 
We Going” will be the theme of an administrative institute 
to be sponsored by the AFB for Region I in Portland, Me., 
June 10-12. The institute will be held at the Sheraton- 
Eastland Hotel. 

Keynote address, “Introspection and Prognostication,” 
will be delivered by Wayne Vasey, professor at the School 
of Social Work, University of Michigan. Mr. Vasey’s 
address will cover such areas as education for the field, 
management, funding, the characteristics of the blind popu- 
lation and responsibilities of the administrator. 

Other institute participants will include Robert Langford, 
Ph.D., executive director, Maine Institute for the Blind; 
E. Lyman D’Andrea, administrator, Division of Services 
for the Blind for the State of Rhode Island; Donald Flynn, 
president of the board, Rhode Island Association for the 
Blind; Joseph Kohn, executive director, New Jersey Com- 
mission for the Blind, and Cleo B. Dolan, executive director, 
Cleveland Society for the Blind. Mrs. Helen Worden, execu- 
tive director of the Rhode Island Association for the Blind, 
is the overall chairman. Paul Noble King, AFB Region I 
consultant, is the coordinator of the institute. 


Institute in Dallas 


“Administrative Problems of the Seventies” provided the 
theme for the March 21-23 AFB administrative institute 
conducted at the Baker Hotel, Dallas. Dr. Fernando G. 
Torgerson, dean of the School of Social Work, University 
of Texas at Arlington, was the institute’s leader. 

Speakers included Dr. Torgerson, H. B. Simmons, acting 
associate regional commissioner, HEW, Dallas; Cleo B. 
Dolan, executive director, Cleveland Society for the Blind, 
and Mrs. Doris P. Sausser, AFB director of the Community 
Services Division. 

The planning committee comprised Travis Harris, chief, 
Division of Visual Services, Department of Public Welfare, 
Oklahoma City; Burt L. Risley, executive director, Texas 
State Commission for the Blind at Austin; Austin G. Scott, 
executive director, Dallas County Association for the 
Blind; Dr. Armin Turechek, superintendent, Colorado 
School for the Deaf and the Blind, Colorado Springs; 
Edward R. Murray, AFB Region V consultant, Denver, 
and Mrs. Sausser. 


St. Paul Institute 
April 21-23 are the dates for the AFB Region III admin- 
istrative institute scheduled for St. Paul, at which the theme 


will be “Service Delivery Systems and Volunteerism — 
Who is Involved, How, and Why.” Miss Jessamine Cobb, 


‘ AFB Region III consultant, Chicago, is the coordinator. 


Planning committee includes Robert D. Leighninger, Sr., 
executive director, St. Louis Society for the Blind, as chair- 
man; Donald Blasch, director, Institute of Blind Rehabilita- 
tion, Western Michigan University; William H. English, 
superintendent, Wisconsin School for the Visually Handi- 
capped; William O. McGill, executive director, Chicago 
Lighthouse for the Blind, and C. Stanley Potter, director, 
Services for the Blind, State of Minnesota. 





Two Cosmetology Workshops Held 
By AFB in L. A. Department Store 


For the first time since the cosmetology workshop was 
created by the AFB three years ago, the workshops were 
held in a locale other than an agency for the blind. On Feb. 
23-24, the May Co. California, a West Coast department 
store chain, hosted the AFB workshops at its downtown 
Los Angeles branch. The two days of seminars for rehabili- 
tation personnel and teachers were held in the store’s small 
third-floor training auditorium. 


Technical consultant for the Foundation, as usual, was 
Helena Rubinstein, Inc. Miss Mavis Shickell, Rubinstein 
make-up technician, conducted the Los Angeles workshops, 
as she has all the others held thus far. The two Los Angeles 
workshops were the eleventh and twelfth held since the 
program of teaching blind women how to make up was 
initiated in 1968. 

The May Co. California tie-up with the AFB, aside from 
extensive local newspaper and television coverage, brought 
some peripheral benefits to the AFB. For one, the May Co. 
and Helena Rubinstein teamed to buy a quarter-page ad 
in the Los Angeles Times Feb. 22, in which the May Co. 
expressed delight in being “. . . a part of a lovely idea.” 


The announcement included a small-line drawing of a 
head and shoulders of a young woman encircled in a cameo. 
Underneath the illustration the copy read, in part: “She 
can’t see how pretty she looks. That’s because she’s blind. 





COSMETOLOGY IN L.A.— Participants in the recent 
Los Angeles cosmetology workshop conducted by the AFB 
are shown practicing the Helena Rubinstein techniques. 
Left to right, foreground: Nancy Radloff, Rowland Unified 
School District, Division for the Visually Handicapped, and 
Rozanne Barbosa, Azusa Unified School District, Division 
for the Visually Handicapped. Background shows, left to 
right, Mary Meredith, Braille Institute of America, Los 
Angeles, and Rosemarie Swallow, California State College, 
Department of Special Education, Los Angeles. 


But she is prettier .. . and she did it herself . . . thanks to 
the American Foundation for the Blind and Helena Rubin- 
stein. They’ve created techniques for teaching blind women 
how to apply make-up and maintain beautiful skin. We are 
honored to be a part of such a lovely idea by playing host 
for the technique demonstrations. .. .” 


A variety of aids and appliances created or modified by 
the Foundation for use by blind persons received a prom- 
inent nine-day street-level window display which attracted 
many passers-by. 


May Co. personnel also distributed to store customers 
such AFB-published pamphlets as “Facts About Blindness” 
and “What Do You Do When You See a Blind Person?” 


J. Albert Asenjo, AFB specialist in rehabilitation, opened 
both Los Angeles workshops by telling of their history and 
purposes. Mr. Asenjo was originator of the workshop. Also 
representing the AFB were Benjamin Wolf, AFB con- 
sultant in Region VI, San Francisco, and Miss Flora Marks, 
chairman of the Foundation’s Los Angeles Area Committee. 


The week of March 22 saw four additional AFB cos- 
metology workshops presented in three western cities. On 
March 22, the workshop was presented at the Empire 
Savings and Loan Association, Denver; on March 24-25, it 
was at a YWCA in San Francisco, and on March 26, it was 
at the Community Services for the Blind, Seattle. 


Frances Koestler Book on Blindness 


Trends and developments in the field of blindness over the 
past five decades will be recalled by Mrs. Frances A. 
Koestler in a book she is currently preparing for 1972 
publication. Mrs. Koestler, a long-time writer in the field 
of social welfare, will focus on the AFB and the latter’s 
half-century of progress in development of services for 
blind people. The book is being written under assignment 
from the AFB as part of its fiftieth anniversary celebration. 


Several alternatives are being considered for publication 
of the book. 


Wiesner Named M.I.T. President 


Dr. Jerome B. Wiesner, a member of the AFB Board 
of Trustees and former chairman of the AFB Research 
Advisory Committee, has been named president of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Dr. Wiesner was 
a science adviser to the late President Kennedy. 


New Celebrity Disc Series Slated 
By AFB for 6,000 Radio Stations 


The AFB is distributing to approximately 6,000 AM and 
FM radio stations its new “celebrity” public service series. 
The disced spots are informational in nature about blindness. 

The voices are those of Julie Harris, David Frost, Cliff 
Robertson, Julia Meade, Betty Furness, Jonathan Frid and 
Gwen Verdon. The announcements are of 60- and 30-second 
duration. Phil McDonald was the announcer. 


HANNA T. EL BOUSHI has 
joined the AFB as an assistant 
chief accountant. Mr. El Boushi 
will be working closely with 
Joseph Perretto, AFB’s chief 
accountant, in maintaining finan- 
cial records, cost accounting sys- 
tems, and in assisting with budget 
preparation and financial reports. 

Mr. El Boushi was graduated 
from the Giza School of Commerce, Cairo, Egypt. He was 
a certified public accountant in Egypt. 





In Addition... 


w J. Albert Asenjo, AFB specialist in rehabilitation, and 
Benjamin Wolf, AFB Region VI consultant in San Fran- 
cisco, helped conduct an in-service training program in 
Carson City, Nev., on Mar. 11-12 for the Blind Services 
Division of the Nevada Department of Health, Welfare 
and Rehabilitation. 


= A. Marie Morrison, AFB consultant in Region II, ad- 
dressed the Youngstown (O.) Society for the Blind and 
Disabled on Feb. 22. Miss Morrison’s subject, “Challenge 
of the 70’s,” was directed toward potential services for the 
blind in the next decade. 


New Publications 


505-F239 The Volunteer in Agencies for Blind and 
Visually Handicapped Persons. This six-page flyer describes 
opportunities for volunteers and the qualifications they must 
have. It has been designed with a space on the back in 
which agencies can put their names and addresses. Free. 


362-F229 AFB Publications Catalog. The 1971 edition 
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is now available. It has already been sent to the AFB 
Newsletter subscribers. Free. 


RB122 Research Bulletin 22. $1.50. 


507-MSC145 An Introduction to Working With the 
Aging Person Who Is Visually Handicapped. A manual 
containing both theoretical and practical information of use 
to persons — social workers, nurses, physical therapists, 
doctors, families, etc. — who are in regular contact with 
older visually handicapped persons. Will be available 
May 1, 1971. $3. 


[ Editor’s Note: Please include catalog numbers with orders. 
Send orders to Publications Division. Please also note new 
AFB order policy: Payment must accompany all orders 
totaling $6 or less. Since AFB publications are distributed 
at or below cost, orders received without remittances will 
be returned. The policy has been instituted so that we can 
continue to offer our publications at low prices. | 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
American Foundation for the Blind to keep those in- 
volved in services for blind persons informed about 
the Foundation’s activities. Editorial offices are located 
at AFB headquarters, 15 West 16th Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10011. Regional AFB offices are: 


Washington, D.C. ....1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 
Atlanta 127 Peachtree Street, N.E. 30303 
Chicago 127 North Dearborn Street 60602 
Denver 1860 Lincoln Street 80203 

821 Market Street 94103 


All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole 
or in part provided credit is given the source. 
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Dr. Wiesner to Receive Migel Medal 
At AFB 50th Anniversary in Fall 


Dr. Jerome B. Wiesner, recently elected president of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, has been named 
recipient of the 1971 Migel Medal for outstanding service 

- = i , in the field of blindness. The 
| Migel Medal, awarded annually 
by the American Foundation for 
the Blind, will be presented to 
Dr. Wiesner at a banquet on 
Oct. 27 at the Plaza Hotel, New 
York, during commemorative 
activities celebrating the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Foundation. 
The Migel Medal is named for 
the late M.C. Migel, first president of the Foundation. 


Dr. Wiesner, former chairman of President Kennedy’s 
Science Advisory Committee, will be the lone Migel Medal 
recipient this year, as distinct from other years, when 
awards were made both to a “professional” and a “layman” 
for their services. Dr. Wiesner will receive his award in the 
layman category. None is being awarded this year in the 
professional class. 





Dr. J. B. Wiesner 


In announcing the award to Dr. Wiesner, Foundation 
Officials said that he was being honored because of his 
many years of personal interest in the development of 
technological research designed to alleviate the problems 
of blind persons, especially in the areas of reading and 
mobility. It was due to that interest “that an evolution 
occurred which created a corps of faculty and students at 
M.I.T. for evaluation and/or development of sensory aids.” 
Dr. Wiesner also helped organize the Foundation’s first 
advisory committee on technological research and served 
as its chairman. A member of the AFB Board of Trustees, 
he remains a member of the Foundation’s Research Ad- 
visory Committee. 


The AFB ...1921-1971 
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The 56-year-old scientist-educator, who assumed his new 
post as president of M.I.T. on July 1, has achieved distinc- 
tion in the scientific and technological world in the past 
quarter century. Dr. Wiesner is a former dean of science 
at the school, and for the last five years has been the 
university’s senior academic officer with the title of provost. 

From February, 1961, to February, 1964, Dr. Wiesner 
was science advisor first to the late President John F. 
Kennedy and, briefly, to his successor, President Lyndon 
B. Johnson. He also was director of the Office of Science 
and Technology when that agency was established. 

Dr. Wiesner is an authority on microwave theory, com- 
munications science and engineering, and radio and radar 
propagation phenomena. During World War II, he was a 
leader in the development of radar and later he was one 
of the principals in the conception of radio transmission 
by scatter techniques from the earth’s ionosphere. 

Dr. Wiesner studied at the University of Michigan at 
Ann Arbor where he received a B.S. degree in electrical 
engineering and mathematics in 1937, an M.S. in electrical 
engineering and mathematics in 1938, and a Ph.D. in 
electrical engineering in 1950. 


Plans for AFB 50th Anniversary 
In October Nearing Completion 


Although the AFB is still a long-way off from its week-long 
fiftieth anniversary celebration (Oct. 25-29), preparations 
for the commemorative week are practically completed at 
this early date. The activities, which will open with an inter- 
national scientific and technological seminar (Oct. 25-27) 
and close with a symposium on attitudes on blindness 
(Oct. 28-29), will be held at the Plaza Hotel in New York. 
Both meetings will be by invitation only. 

At a banquet Wednesday, Oct. 27, the 1971 Migel Medal, 
presented annually by the Foundation for outstanding 


50 Years of Helping Blind People Become Just People 





service in the field of blindness, will be awarded to Dr. 
Jerome B. Wiesner, president of Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. The same evening will also mark the presenta- 
tion of the Helen Keller International Award for Outstand- 
ing Service to Blind Persons to Lord Fraser of Lonsdale by 
the American Foundation for Overseas Blind. 


In announcing the Helen Keller award to Lord Fraser, 
Foundation officials stated that the British peer has had a 
remarkable impact on attitudes about, and services to, blind 
people throughout the world. 
Blinded in World War I, his 
career has been outstanding be- 
cause of his demonstration of 
ability as a member of the British 
House of Lords and his sub- 
stantial involvement as a_ busi- 
nessman and industrialist. Most 
pertinent to the award itself, 
however, has been his leadership 
since the early 1920’s of the famed rehabilitation center 
known as St. Dunstan’s, in England, as its chairman. 





Lord Fraser 


Science Seminar 


The science seminar will be keyed to the theme “Science 
and Blindness: Retrospective and Prospective.” The meet- 
ing will have the participation of approximately 60 scien- 
tists and technologists from a dozen countries. John S. 
Crowley, president of the Foundation, will be general 
chairman of the seminar. Dr. Wiesner will be the honorary 
chairman. 


On the seminar’s opening day, Dr. Milton D. Graham, 
director of the AFB Research Department, will be chair- 
man of a program whose subjects will be “Demography of 
Blindness,” “Psycho-Social Research and Severe Visual 
Impairment,” “Educational Research of Severe Visual 
Impairment” and “Evaluation of Severely Visually Impaired 
Children.” Invited participants will deliver position papers 
on the above subjects. 


On the second day, Robert L. Robinson, staff associate 
in the AFB Research Department, will be chairman. The 
subjects will include ‘Training in the Use of Prostheses,” 
“Professional Preparation of Severely Visually Impaired 
Persons,” “Interaction of Research and Social Policy” and 
“Research on the Blindness Delivery System.” Dr. Eric 
Josephson, of the Columbia University School of Public 
Health and Administrative Medicine, will summarize the 
day’s proceedings. 

Leslie L. Clark, director of the AFB International Re- 
search Information Service, will chair the session for the 
final day, whose subjects will include “Research on Navi- 
gation and Orientation,” “Research on Reading and Cogni- 
tion” and “Research on Nonvisual Information Processing.” 
A summary of the third session will be given by Dr. Robert 
W. Mann, M.I.T. Department of Mechanical Engineering. 


Attitude Symposium 


Joseph Kohn, executive director of the New Jersey State 
Commission for the Blind, will chair the Oct. 28-29 atti- 


tudes on blindness symposium, to be attended by 120 
invited participants. Mr. Kohn is also a member of the 
AFB Board of Trustees and chairman of the Foundation’s 
Service Advisory Committee. Major speakers will include 
Dr. Irving F. Lukoff, associate professor of social work 
research, Columbia University, and Oscar Cohen, national 
program director of the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai 
Brith. Senator Jennings Randolph, co-author of the 
Randolph-Sheppard Act, will be the Oct. 29 luncheon 
speaker. 

The morning of Oct. 28 will be devoted to presentation 
of master papers by Dr. Lukoff and Mr. Cohen. Dr. Lukoff’s 
subject will cover “Attitudes on Blindness — Past, Present 
and Future.” Mr. Cohen will speak on how to change atti- 
tudes in today’s society. 

During the second half of that day, each invitee will 
participate in a section to which he has been assigned prior 
to the symposium. The discussion sections will consist of 
approximately 30 persons each. The sections will be directed 
toward: (1) the role of people who are blind and their 
families in the development of attitudes; (2) the role of 
agencies and professionals in the field of service to blind 
people in the development of attitudes; (3) the attitudes of 
agencies and professionals outside the field who provide 
service to blind people, and, (4) attitudes of the American 
public-at-large. 

The discussions will continue through Thursday after- 
noon and pick up again on Friday morning. There will be 
a general session Friday afternoon when the recorders of 
each discussion section will submit their reports. 

The purpose of the symposium is to bring into sharp 
focus the public attitude on blindness and blind people 
with a view towards improving that attitude through a 
broad program of education. 


Regional AFB conferences on the same theme are plan- 
ned for dates subsequent to the fiftieth anniversary meeting. 





MAP AD DRIVE — Nathan A. Turkheimer, member of 
the AFB Board of Trustees, discusses magazine advertising 
plans for AFB’s fiftieth anniversary celebration, with Miss 
Jean Spencer, Doyle Dane Bernbach account executive. Mr. 
Turkheimer also heads AFB’s Public Relations Advisory 
Committee, of which Miss Spencer is a member. 


i. 


New AFB Project to Commercialize 
Results of Technology Research 


The AFB has added a new dimension to its conglomerate of 
services — accelerating the commercialization of sensory 
devices for blind persons. In a significant move, the Board 
of Trustees has authorized the establishment of a new unit 
specifically geared toward bringing the results of bio- 
medical research to potential consumers. 

The new project, which will be staffed and operated at 
AFB headquarters in New York, emerged from a series of 
discussions between scientists and management consultants. 
A 1970 memorandum from Dr. Robert W. Mann, Depart- 
ment of Mechanical Engineering, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, provided the initial impetus and reflected 
the view of other researchers. Dr. Mann stated: 

“Though many laboratories are successfully bringing 
ideas for biomedical devices to the prototype stage, no 
successful mechanism for bridging the gap between proto- 
type and full-scale manufacture and distribution to all 
potential and interested consumers has yet been deveolped.” 

Eventually, the project will function on three levels: 
1) provide information to catalyze normal market forces, 
2) perform preliminary work to assemble product-market 
packages for interested manufacturers, and 3) take on the 
complete entrepreneurial role when commercial manufac- 
ture and distribution are unfeasible. 


Sex Education for Blind Children 
Is Joint Effort of SIECUS, AFB 


Sex education for blind children and youths is developing 
as a significant programming concept under co-auspices of 
the AFB. Joint sponsor of the developing project is the 
Sex Information and Education Council of the United States 
(SIECUS), a non-profit voluntary organization. The project 
is being supported by a private foundation grant. 

A national task force met at AFB May 17-18 to plan a 
resource guide for parents, teachers and a _ professional 
staff. The conference participants included experts in the 
fields of blindness and sex education. The purpose of the 
meeting was to outline steps toward developing curriculum 
guidelines and tactual materials for educational and other 
uses for the long-range program. 

“In surveying schools throughout the country serving 
visually handicapped children and youths, it was reassuring 
to find a wide recognition of the need for specially adapted 
sex education materials,” stated Harold G. Roberts, AFB’s 
associate director for service. 

On the first day of the meeting, Dr. Geraldine T. Scholl, 
professor of education at the University of Michigan, and 
Dr. David S. Torbett, assistant professor of sociology and 
family studies at Temple Buell University, Denver, spoke 
respectively on the ‘“‘Psycho-Social Effects of Blindness” 
and “Sex Education with Special Implications for Blind 
Persons.” A group discussion directed at the “here and now, 
or present situation,” followed the talks by Dr. Scholl and 
Dr. Torbett. 

In a panel discussion that afternoon, in which the subject 
was “Sex Education Today,” the panel comprised Dr. Derek 





SEX STUDY — Dr. David S. Torbett, a sociologist, studies 
the model of an unborn child as part of the recent meeting 
held at AFB to plan for a long-range sex education program 
for visually handicapped children and youths, Onlookers 
are, l. to r., Carl J. Davis, Dr. Mary Calderone and Dr. 
Geraldine T. Scholl. 


L. Burleson, director of Educational and Research Services, 
SIECUS; Fred Bidgood, research assistant at SIECUS; Dr. 
Evalyn Gendel, chief of the School Health Section, Division 
of Maternal and Child Health, Kansas State Department 
of Health, and Dr. Cyrus Mayshark, associate dean, College 
of Education, University of Tennessee. 

On the second day, the group set forth a broad outline 
that is planned for use in developing a publication. 

Other participants at the conference were Carl J. Davis, 
president, Association for Education of the Visually Handi- 
capped, Perkins School for the Blind, Watertown, Mass.; 
Dr. Jerome R. Dunham, supervisor, Division of Public 
Assistance, Services for the Blind, Seattle; Mrs. William 
R. McGuire, instructor in family life, New York State 
School for the Blind, Batavia; Donald F. Moriarty, coor- 
dinator of the Mount Plains Regional Center for Services 
to Deaf-Blind Children, Denver, and Miss Jane Yates, 
director of consumer education, Personal Products Com- 
pany, Milltown, N.J. 

Also present as consultants for the meeting were Dr. 
Mary Calderone, executive director of SIECUS; M. Robert 
Barnett, AFB executive director, and Mr. Roberts. 

Staffing the program are Dr. Burleson; Miss Marion V. 
Wurster, director of the AFB Program Development Divi- 
sion; Mr. Bidgood; Irving Dickman, free-lance writer, of 
Cranford, N.J.; Robert L. Robinson, research associate, 
Social and Statistical Research Division, AFB, and Miss 
Mary Ellen Mulholland, director of the AFB Publications 
Division. 


Dedicate Helen Keller Memorial 


Mrs. Patricia S. Smith, director of the Information De- 
partment, represented the Foundation at the dedication of 
a memorial fountain and garden at Ivy Green, birthplace 
of Helen Keller, in Tuscumbia, Ala. The memorial, spon- 
sored by the Alabama Lions Clubs, was dedicated May 20. 


Retarded Child Conference Draws 
Top Pros in San Francisco 


A western regional conference sponsored by the AFB, with 
the focus on the visually handicapped child who functions 
on a retarded level, was held in San Francisco June 10-12. 
The program participants included professionals in educa- 
tional, medical and social services. The conference was the 
third such meeting conducted by the AFB in cooperation 
with various state and voluntary agencies in recent years; 
others were in Austin, Texas (1969) and Atlanta (1970). 


The theme of the conference was “Today’s Environment 
For Living and Learning.” While the conference was osten- 
sibly geared for teachers, school administrators, psycholo- 
gists, social workers and sociologists, attendance was left 
open to anyone who worked in some capacity with visually 
handicapped and retarded children. Though the meeting 
was designed as a coastal conclave, with invitations specifi- 
cally directed toward organizations for the visually handi- 
capped or retarded in the 13 western states, the attendants 
included visitors from other areas of the country. 


Environment Probed 


Much of the parley was directed toward the environment 
of the visually handicapped and retarded child. 


Opening the conference was Dr. Galen W. Dodge, execu- 
tive director of the Nebraska Human Resources Research 
Foundation, University of Nebraska, whose subject was 
“Maximizing Potentiality Development — The Humanistic 
Approach.” Dr. Dodge stressed interpersonal relationships 
and their significance in the environment of any child. 


Other opening-day speakers and the subjects of their 
talks were Dr. Verna Hart, assistant professor, Department 
of Special Education, George Peabody College for Teach- 
ers, Nashville, whose talk was concerned with “Visually 
Handicapped Children and How They Learn” and present 
trends in educational services, and Dr. Joseph Hubbard, 
whose subject was “Mental Retardation — The Battle is 
Won, But the War is in Doubt.” 


On June 11, the program emphasized assessment of the 
retarded child. Dr. Toni Marcy, of the Department of 
Pediatrics, University of California at Los Angeles, spoke 
on the effects of visual impairment upon the development 
of the child. Also participating on the second day was 
Dr. Robert Bradfield, associate professor, Department of 
Special Education, San Francisco State College, who spoke 
on “Precision Teaching the Visually Handicapped Child.” 


Speaks of ‘Total Environment’ 


Other June 11 speakers were architect David Sokoloff, 
who presented his concept of a total environment for the 
child, inclusive of physical, social and emotional factors; 
Mrs. Mary Ann Newcomb, director of the Parent-Infant 
Neighborhood Center, San Francisco, who discussed how 
the child’s development can be enhanced through “infant 
intervention,” and demonstrated the concepts with babies, 
their mothers, and staff; Fred Shaffner and Mrs. Grace 
Terry, teachers at the Frances Blend School, Los Angeles, 
who described a sequential curriculum for retarded blind 
children, and Charles C. Woodcock, superintendent of the 





WHO AM I? —Collette Salaun, of the Variety Club’s 
Blind Babies Foundation, San Francisco, is utilizing the 
“identity image’ in a demonstration with a youngster at a 
recent AFB-sponsored conference on visually handicapped 
children who function on a retarded level. 


Oregon State School for the Blind, in Salem, who showed 
films on the subject, “Developing an Environment for 
Living and Learning.” 

The final day concentrated on direct services. Mrs. 
Jeanne M. Huffman, consultant in blind and deaf pro- 
grams, California Department of Mental Hygiene, Sonoma 
State Hospital in Eldridge, spoke on “Specialized Program- 
ming for the Institutionalized Blind Retarded Child.” 

Other participants were Dr. Bryant Cratty, professor and 
director, Perceptual-Motor Learning Laboratory, Depart- 
ment of Physical Education, UCLA, who spoke on “The 
Development of Perceptual-Motor Abilities in Blind Chil- 
dren and Adolescents;’ Mrs. Jean P. Edwards, assistant 
professor, Department of Special Education, Portland 
University, Oregon, who pointed out work opportunities 
for multipli-handicapped blind youths, and Mrs. Janet 
Pomeroy, director of the Recreational Center for the 
Handicapped in San Francisco, who described recreation 
opportunities for severely handicapped in a community 
setting. 

Miss Pauline Moor, AFB specialist in education, coordi- 
nated the conference. 


AFB Field Staff Acts as Advisors 
To Agencies in NAC Upgrading Push 


The AFB has assigned a top priority to an assistance pro- 
gram by which AFB’s field staff is helping agencies and 
schools for the blind all over the country to attain upgraded 


‘standards. The program, which went into effect July 1, is 


being conducted as a joint effort with the National Accredi- 
tation Council. 


The function of AFB’s field personnel, according to 
AFB’s memorandum of understanding with NAC, is “to 
counsel agencies on matters related to conducting a self- 
study and obtaining such special consultation and financing 
as may be needed to enable the agencies to meet NAC 
standards.” The AFB-NAC effort also provides for the AFB 


to encourage state and local agencies, both governmental 
and voluntary, to apply to NAC for accreditation. 
Regional consultants with AFB’s Community Services 
Division and specialists connected with the Program Devel- 
opment Division are spearheading the accreditation drive. 


Job Service Discontinued by AFB; 
Clearing House Started in 1959 


The AFB Personnel Referral Service, which has functioned 
since 1959, was discontinued June 30. 

In a memorandum to administrators of agencies and 
schools for the blind, M. Robert Barnett, executive director 
of the Foundation, noted that the primary purpose of the 
service had long since been achieved, that the service had 
been the catalyst by which many trained personnel had 
been encouraged to come into the field. The personnel 
service provided an exchange of information between appli- 
cants and schools or agencies for the blind searching for 
qualified personnel. 

Mr. Barnett also stated that a recent AFB survey had 
shown that agencies and schools had developed their own 
methods and resources for recruiting accredited personnel. 
The preparation centers (universities and colleges) had 
also increased during this period and had become more 
sophisticated in providing placement guidance information 
for their graduates, referring them directly to agencies and 
schools for possible jobs. Other professional organizations 
are now maintaining registries of job listings and applicants 
interested in working with the handicapped. The study 
further revealed that several state programs were required 
by law to recruit locally, or give preference to local appli- 
cants, which minimized their use of a national job exchange, 
such as that administered by the AFB. 

Because of the confidential nature of the personnel serv- 
ice information, all files of registrants have been destroyed 
with discontinuance of the service. 


Task Force on Aging Spurs AFB 
To Act on L.A. Recommendations 


The AFB National Task Force on Geriatric Blindness, 
which held its third annual meeting in Los Angeles recently, 
made a number of key recommendations to the Foundation 
as part of a program designed to improve benefits and 
services for elderly blind citizens within the next year. 
Garson Meyer and Dr. Robert Morris presided at the meet- 
ing as co-chairmen of the task force. 

Among the recommendations: 

Seek support of other national bodies on the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Act amendment when public hearings are 
held. This amendment recognizes special needs of older 
blind persons for unique basic rehabilitation services not 
presently available to older blind persons. 

Promote the development of vision programs through 
senior citizen centers. 

Continue the New York State Pilot Project on Aging 
and Blindness for another year. This is a five-community 
project testing methods for integrating blind persons into 
the mainstream of senior citizen services. 

Urge, via telegram, all governors and state directors of 


aging to see that elderly blind persons are a part of the 
delegate body for the White House Conference on Aging 
in every state. 

Consider training of personnel in nursing homes. 

Join with other national groups in coalition on issues 
affecting aging blind persons. 

The April 21-22 task force meeting preceded an AFB 
public symposium held April 23 in Los Angeles at which 
participants were top professionals in the fields of social 
welfare, aging, health, medicine and government. 


Influential Press Backs Stand by AFB 
To Boost Services for Aged Blind 


Editorials in the Washington Post and the Cincinnati En- 
quirer, two of the nation’s most influential daily newspapers, 
were among the more spontaneous results achieved recently 
from efforts of the AFB in seeking to promote improved 
services for aging blind people. 

The AFB promotional efforts took the form of an infor- 
mational packet disseminated to key newspaper and maga- 
zine editors in the U.S. The packet included a covering 
letter, dated March 19, 1971, by M. Robert Barnett, AFB 
executive director and a reprint from the Congressional 
Record of the remarks accompanying a bill introduced by 
Senator Jennings Randolph (D., W.Va.) seeking to boost 
rehabilitation services for aging blind persons. 

The letter was addressed personally to the selected group 
of editors, and stated, in part: 

“., . the American Foundation for the Blind is particu- 
larly concerned about the general lack of services for older 
blind people. The Foundation, along with other agencies 
serving the blind, is disturbed about the special problems 
that beset many aging blind at a time of life when they 


are already facing major problems of failing health and 


inadequate funds. 

“More than two-thirds of the blind people in the United 
States are past middle age, and most of them lost their 
sight in middle or later years. As background information 
for possible editorials and/or articles, on problems and 
specifically on older blind persons, we are enclosing a 
reprint of a paper entitled, ‘Legislation for the Aging.’ 
Also enclosed is a Congressional Record reprint of remarks 
by Senator Jennings Randolph (D.,W.Va.) upon his intro- 
duction of S. 1030, a bill to provide for a Federal grant- 
in-aid program to the states for rehabilitation services for 
the elderly blind. 

“The bill would establish a Federally-assisted program 
to provide basic rehabilitation services to older blind per- 
sons who are not now routinely receiving these services. 
Services would include training in basic skills, such as 
personal grooming, and in many other areas that would 
permit them to function independently on a daily basis. . . .” 


Washington Post Editorial 


The Washington Post editorial, dated March 30, stated, 
in part: 

“, . Perhaps the most shackling burden . . . is to be both 
blind and old, a fate that affects more people than may be 
generally realized. .... With these problems, and others, in 
mind, a bill was introduced earlier this month by Sen. 
Jennings Randolph and 48 bipartisan co-sponsors, to provide 


for a federal grant-in-aid program to the states for rehabili- 
tation services for the elderly blind. 


“The program, which would come as an amendment to 
the Vocational Rehabilitation Act and authorize $10-million 
for the first year ending June 30, 1972, is needed. As Sen. 
Randolph said, except in limited cases under the present 
act, ‘no other federal program — medicare, medicaid, pub- 
lic assistance ...the Older Americans Act, the Public 
Health Service Act— covers non-medical rehabilitation 
services for older blind persons.’ With excellent intentions, 
and often excellent results, public and private agencies have 
given great interest to the needs of blind children and blind 
adults of employable age, but comparatively little has been 
done for the elderly blind. Even if the latter was not the 
largest group in this afflicted population, there would still 
be no excuse for ignoring their needs. The proposed legisla- 
tion would help make up for both lost time and _ lost 
concern.” 


Cincinnati Enquirer Backing 


The Cincinnati Enquirer editorial was dated April 4. 
Herein is a partial quote: 


“., . the American Foundation for the Blind, Inc., head- 
quartered in New York, is seeking to dramatize the particu- 
lar problems of the nation’s aging blind. 


“The foundation is acting out of its belief that the nation 
is woefully short of services and facilities for older blind 
people. In particular, it is disturbed about the special prob- 
lems that beset many aging blind at a time of life when 
they are already facing major problems of failing health 
and inadequate funds... . 


“The foundation is also seeking to enlist public support 
for an ambitious program proposed in Congress by Sen. 
Jennings Randolph... . 


“Blindness is, of course, a tragedy at any age. It is doubly 
tragic when it befalls the aged. 


“The American Foundation for the Blind deserves the 
nation’s sympathetic attention in its efforts to focus atten- 
tion upon a problem that has been neglected altogether 
too long.” 


A companion bill (HR-7949) to Senator Randolph's bill 
has been introduced by Rep. Carl D. Perkins (D.-Ky.), 
chairman of the House Education and Labor Committee. 
Both bills have the.support not only of the AFB, but also 
the American Association of Workers for the Blind, the 
American Council of the Blind, the Blinded Veterans Asso- 
ciation, the National Federation of the Blind, and the 
National Council of State Agencies for the Blind. 


Cosmetology Program Being Taught 
At 25 Agencies for the Blind 


A progress report on the AFB cosmetology workshops 
reveals that 25 agencies, organizations and schools for the 
blind have assimilated the techniques of the workshops into 
their curricula. The report, issued by J. Albert Asenjo, an 
AFB rehabilitation specialist, who created the workshops, 
further indicated that 365 rehabilitation personnel and 
teachers have absorbed the techniques in 20 workshops 





held around the country for their dissemination to blind 
women in their respective agencies. The workshops started 
functioning in November, 1969. 


The 20 workshops were held in 12 cities and 11 states. 
The participants came from 32 states. Helena Rubinstein, 
the cosmetics firm, developed the techniques for the work- 
shops; Miss Mavis Shickell, a Rubinstein makeup tech- 
nician, who played a significant role in the development of 
the techniques, conducted all the workshops. 


The cosmetology program has come to a close as the 
AFB Program Development Division prepares for an 
expanded schedule of other services. 


Cities in which the workshops were conducted were New 
York, Dallas, Little Rock, Chicago, Daytona Beach, Los 
Angeles, Denver, San Francisco, Seattle, Muinneapolis, 
St. Louis and Pittsburgh. 


Agencies or organizations where cosmetology is now 
part of the curriculum are as follows: New York Associa- 
tion for the Blind (Lighthouse), Queens, N.Y. branch; 
Catholic Charities, New York City; Catholic Guild for the 
Blind, New York City; Perkins School for the Blind, Water- 
town, Mass.; Mississippi School for the Blind, Jackson; 
Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind; Arkansas Enterprises for 
the Blind, Little Rock; Cleveland Society for the Blind; 
Rehabilitation Center for the Blind, Daytona Beach; Camp 
Lions, Lake Villa, Ill.; Houston Lighthouse for the Blind, 
and Washington State School for the Blind, Vancouver. 


Also, Idaho State School for the Deaf and Blind, Good- 
ing; Service to the Visually Impaired, Sioux Falls, S.D.; 
University of North Colorado, Greeley; Kansas State School 
for the Visually Handicapped, Kansas City; Division of 
Rehabilitation, Denver; University of North Dakota, Grand 
Forks; Society for the Blind, Minneapolis; New York State 
School for the Blind, Batavia; Illinois Visually Handicapped 
Institute, Chicago; Dallas Services for Blind Children, Inc.; 
Foundation for the Junior Blind, Los Angeles; Industrial 
Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, N.Y., and Division of 
Rehabilitation, Denver. 


Mourn Migel Winners Carroll, Best 


Two former winners of the Migel Medal, awarded annually 
by the AFB for meritorious service in the field of blindness, 
died recently. They are the Rev. Thomas J. Carroll, who 
received the award in 1957, and Dr. Harry Best, recipient 
in 1954. 

Father Carroll, who died in Brighton, Mass. at the age 
of 61 after a brief illness, was director of the Catholic 
Guild for All the Blind and founder of St. Paul’s Rehabili- 
tation Center for the Blind in Newton, Mass. 


‘ Dr. Best, who was 90, was emeritus professor of soci- 
ology at the University of Kentucky at the time of his 


‘death. Dr. Best’s book, Blindness and the Blind in the 


United States, published in 1934, was for many years con- 
sidered the definitive text on the subject of blindness. A 
book by Father Carroll, Blindness: What It Is, What It 
Does, and How to Live With It, published in 1961, has 
also been considered an important addition to the blindness 
library shelves. 


Ad Agency Produces Campaign 
For AFB’s 50th Anniversary 


Four 60-second TV spot announcements and four 30-second 
spots have been distributed by the AFB to more than 500 
stations as part of the Foundation’s fiftieth anniversary 
celebration this year. Doyle Dane Bernbach, the advertis- 
ing agency, produced the color announcements as a public 
service effort, in addition to two print ads appearing in 
national magazines. 

The TV films, which have been distributed by the Foun- 
dation’s Public Education Division, have been designed to 
educate the public on blindness and blind people. The spots 
have been geared to a tagline that encompasses the service 
history of the AFB in the field of blindness. The tagline 
links the AFB to “More Than Fifty Years of Helping 
Blind People Become Just People.” The magazine ads 
utilize the same theme. 


AFB Submits Services Report 
To Atlanta Community Chest 


A detailed report and recommendations by the AFB have 
been accepted by the Community Chest of Atlanta which 
early last winter invited the Foundation to make a study of 
services for blind persons in five counties comprising Metro- 
politan Atlanta. The week-long AFB survey was conducted 
by a seven-member team. Mrs. Doris P. Sausser, the 
Foundation’s director of Community Services, was the 
team coordinator. 

The confidential report to the Community Chest, which 
financed the survey, covered all services for both children 
and adults. The recommendations included such areas as 
counseling, recreation, all phases of rehabilitation, pre- 
vocational training and employment. 


Paul Langan Retires After Serving 
Blind People Over 40 Years 


Paul J. Langan, director of AFB Personnel and Training 
Service for the past year and before that a staff member 
and executive with the American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind for 14 years, has retired effective July 23. 

Mr. Langan, a veteran of more than 40 years as a 
teacher and administrator in the field of blindness, served 
as regional director of the European and Middle East- 
North Africa areas for the AFOB, superintendent of the 
Kentucky State School for the Blind and principal of the 
Maryland School for the Blind. 

Mr. Langan represented the U.S. at the UNESCO Braille 
Conference in Paris in 1951, and was co-chairman of the 
1956 London Braille Conference. He was president of the 
board of trustees and editor of the International Journal 
for the Education of the Blind from 1954 to 1956. He was 
also chairman of the American Braille Authority. 

While with the AFOB, Mr. Langan was the official rep- 
resentative (1957-1962) on the Executive Committee of 
the International Conference of Educators of Blind Youth 
and served on the World Council for the Welfare of the 
Blind’s Committee of non-Government Organizations to 
UNICEF. 





Personnel 


MRS. MARIANNE GOLD- 
SCHEIDER, who has been an 
editorial assistant in the AFB 
Publications Division for the past 
year and a half, has been pro- 
moted to the position of editorial 
specialist in the same division. 
Her new duties encompass prep- 
aration and editing of publica- 
tions distributed in cooperation 
with the Library of Congress Division for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped. 

Mrs. Goldscheider, before joining the AFB, was a re- 
search assistant at Look Magazine and at the Guggenheim 
Museum in New York. She holds a B.A. from Mt. Holyoke 
College and an M.A. from the University of California 
at Los Angeles; both degrees were achieved in German 
literature. 

Mrs. Goldscheider replaces Miss Claire Holcomb, who 
as a recent bride resigned from the AFB to join her hus- 
band in Boston where he was elevated to a new position 
by his company. 


MRS. ELISABETH OLESEN 
GARVAIS, an AFB information 
specialist for over 17 years, has 
resigned in order to join her hus- 
band in Hartford, where he has 
been shifted by his New York- 
based company. 
Cee —_— As a member of the AFB 
ry | Public Education Division, Mrs. 
ie Garvais performed such duties 
as writing press releases, radio announcements, assisted in 
conducting public relations workshops, planned out-of- 
town exhibits, and maintained the photo and film library. 


gue 





Briefly... 


Miss Marion V. Wurster, AFB director of the Program 
Development Division, on a recent trip to Alaska, visited 
agencies serving handicapped people in Anchorage and 
Juneau, to gather information on their services as they 
apply to blind children and adults. 

Garson Meyer, co-chairman of the AFB National Task 
Force on Geriatric Blindness, has been elected to the Board 
of Directors of the National Center for Voluntary Action. 
The Center is a non-profit, non-political corporation sup- 
ported by voluntary contributions. Its primary purpose is 
to encourage and assist both established and new organiza- 
tions in the voluntary field. 

A. Marie Morrison, AFB consultant for Region II, re- 
cently led a seminar in Baltimore for supervisors and 
coordinators of the Maryland State Department of Social 
Services. The seminar opened a series to train the depart- 
ment’s service staff to work with handicapped people. 


Paul J. Langan, who has just retired as director of the 
Personnel and Training Service for the Foundation, was 
the principal speaker at the 25th Anniversary Meeting of 
the Alumni Association, Kentucky School for the Blind, in 


Louisville on June 12. Mr. Langan was superintendent of 
the Kentucky School at the time he organized the Alumni 
Association in 1946. In addition to telling the banquet 
guests of his assignments abroad for the AFOB, Mr. Langan 
spoke on the 50 years of progress in the education and 
rehabilitation of blind persons by the AFB. 

J. Albert Asenjo, AFB rehabilitation specialist, visited 
Florida recently to help the Bureau of Services for the 
Blind in the establishment of satellite rehabilitation centers 
for various Florida communities. Mr. Asenjo also discussed 
the design of a work evaluation program for the Bureau. 


Mr. Asenjo, additionally, was a keynote speaker recently 
for the annual meeting of the Michigan chapter of the 
American Association of Workers for the Blind which met 
in Flint. The subject of his talk was “Community Resources 
and How These Resources Can Be Used to Serve Blind 
People.” 


New Publications 


322-BK110 Directory of Agencies Serving the Visually 
Handicapped in the United States — 17th Edition. Com- 
pletely updated. Contains new section on federal deaf-blind 
programs. Purchase price includes two years of regular 
charge lists. $6. 


310-SOA104_ Sight Restoration After Long Term Blind- 
ness: The Problems and Behavior Patterns of Visual Re- 
habilitation. By Alberto Valvo, M.D. This volume describes 
in detail the physical and psychological rehabilitation of 
several persons who regained sight through the osteo- 
odontokeratoprosthesis operation devised by Dr. Benedetto 
Strampelli. The findings will be of considerable value to 
those interested in the rehabilitation process of persons who 
have just lost sight. $3. 
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508-MSC140 Distance Vision and Perceptual Training: 
A Concept for Use in the Mobility Training of Low Vision 
Clients. By Loyal E. Apple and Marianne May. This brief 
monograph discusses the special orientation and mobility 
problems of persons with low vision and offers suggestions 
for dealing with them. $2.25. 


509-MSC147_ An Investigation of the Self Concept o 
Blind and Visually Handicapped Adolescents. By Thomas 
Meighan. A monograph on the relationship between the 
development of self-concept and academic achievement, 
particularly in language. $2.50. 

RB123 Research Bulletin 23. $1.50. 


503-F237 Recreation & The Blind Adult. A pamphlet 
that answers often-asked questions about the recreation 
needs and requirements of blind adults. Free. 


Please include catalog numbers with orders. Send orders 
to Publications Division. Payment must accompany all 
Srders totaling $6 or less. 
ar 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
American Foundation for the Blind to keep those in- 
volved in services for blind persons informed about 
the Foundation’s activities. Editorial offices are located 
at AFB headquarters, 15 West 16th Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10011. Regional AFB offices are: 


Washington, D.C. ....1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 


WA Tanta ces ees 127 Peachtree Street, N.E. 30303 
Chicacoe 20 se 2 127 North Dearborn Street 60602 
Denvetn caisson oe 1860 Lincoln Street 80203 


San Francisco .......... 821 Market Street 94103 


All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole 
or in part provided credit is given the source. 
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Heavy Schedule at the AFB’s 50th; 
Wiesner Spurs Research Efforts 


Blindness and blind people occupied a crowded spotlight 
during the week of Oct. 25. Technologists, behavioral 
scientists, social workers and others working in the field 
of blindness converged on New York’s Hotel Plaza for a 
week-long series of research seminars designed to enhance 
the environment for blind people. The conferences were 
held under auspices of the American Foundation for the 
Blind in observance of its fiftieth anniversary. 

It was a week in which foremost professionals freely 
exchanged information on blindness on both the techno- 
logical and sociological levels. The first three days were 
devoted to a technological and scientific conference keyed 
to the theme “Science and Blindness: Retrospective and 
Prospective.” The technological-scientific meetings had an 
international flavor; approximately a third of the 58 invited 
attendees were visitors from abroad. 

Another of the week’s major segments was a two-day 
symposium, Oct. 28-29, on Attitudes toward Blindness, 
which brought together a broad spectrum of the American 
community, including specialists in sociology, social work, 
health and education. 

Bridging the technological conference and the symposium 
was a fiftieth anniversary banquet on Wednesday evening, 
Oct. 27, at which the Foundation’s annual Migel Medal, 
for outstanding service in the field of blindness, was pre- 
sented to Dr. Jerome B. Wiesner, president of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology. On the same evening, Lord 
Fraser of Lonsdale was the recipient of the Helen Keller 
International Award for his outstanding service to blind 
people on the international level. 

While the week’s events were all by invitation only, at 
least two demonstrations were open to public viewing, but 
on an unofficial basis. These were the showing, by way of 
television news cameras, of the Sonar Glasses, a mobility 
device for blind persons, and the Optacon, a reading aid. 

The Sonar Glasses were demonstrated by Dr. Leslie Kay, 
the educator-engineer from New Zealand, and the Optacon 
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MIGEL TRIBUTE — Richard H. Migel (right), vice- 
chairman of the AFB Board of Trustees, received an AFB 
certificate of appreciation presented to the Migel family 
for a half-century of service to the Foundation and in work 
for blind people. Jansen Noyes, Jr., board chairman, made 
the presentation at AFB’s fiftieth anniversary banquet. 


was shown by Dr. James C. Bliss, who has been a major 
factor in the development of the Optacon at the Stanford 
University laboratories. New York and out-of-town TV 
stations gave prominent footage to both demonstrations. 
Dr. Kay revealed that the AFB conference was the means 
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by which the Sonar Glasses were shown to the general 
public for the first time. 

The Sonar Glasses, which are worn as spectacles, operate 
through the transmittal of ultra-sonic high-frequency sound 
waves communicated to tiny earphones built into the 
spectacles. Variable tones indicate location and distance 
up to 30 feet of an obstruction in the path of a blind person 
wearing the spectacles. Either a long cane or a dog guide 
must be used with the spectacles, Dr. Kay emphasized. 

The Optacon is a two-part device by which a tiny scan- 
ning instrument is maneuvered with one hand over normal 
print, with the letters read through vibration impulses trans- 
mitted to the index finger of the other hand. 


Wide Range of Subjects at Seminar; 
11 Position Papers Presented 


The Oct. 25-27 scientific seminar covered a wide range 
of subjects within the social sciences. Eleven position papers 
were delivered during the three-day period. The initial 
conference speaker was Dr. Hyman Goldstein, research 
biostatistician, University of California at Berkeley, who 
presented a paper on “Demography of Blindness.” The dis- 
cussant was Kenneth Haase, chief of the Survey Methods 
Branch, U.S. Public Health Service. 

Others who presented position papers were: 

Dr. Irving F. Lukoff, associate professor of social work 
research, Columbia University (“Psychosocial Research 
and Severe Visual Impairment”). Discussant: Dr. Jerome 
Siller, professor of educational psychology, New York 
University. 

Philip Hatlen, associate professor of special education, 
San Francisco State College (“Educational Research and 





A Message from the White House 


The AFB received the following message from the 
White House at its fiftieth anniversary banquet: 


For half a century, the American Foundation for 
the Blind has enjoyed a reputation that has earned 
those who are associated with it both national: and 
international acclaim. 


The rich tradition imparted to your organization 
by the great Helen Keller has endured and flourished 
to give hope and opportunity to countless men and 
women. 


On this occasion I want to express my warmest 
congratulations to Dr. Jerome B. Wiesner and Lord 
Ian Fraser for the awards they are receiving in 
recognition of their splendid achievements for blind 
persons, and I want to commend all who have assisted 
the invaluable work of your Foundation in these 
rewarding five decades. 

May you have a most memorable celebration, and 
may your next fifty years be as productive as the 
last for all mankind. 

Richard Nixon 








ASKS RESEARCH PUSH — Dr. Jerome B. Wiesner, upon 
receiving the Migel Medal during the AFB fiftieth anni- 
versary banquet, urged scientists and technologists to 


concentrate their efforts on researching sensory devices to 
aid the blind, the deaf and the deaf-blind. 


Severe Visual Impairment”). Discussant: Dr. Robert 
Bowers, coordinator of program for the visually impaired, 
Teachers College, Columbia University. 

Dr. Joan Chase, Medical Center, Rutgers University, 
(“Evaluation of Severely Visually Impaired Children’). 
Discussant: Zofja Jastrzembska, assistant director of AFB’s 
International Research Information Service. 

Dr. Chester Winton, associate professor of sociology, 
San Jose (Cal.) State College (“The Preparation of Severely 
Visually Impaired Persons for the Professions”). Dis- 
cussants: I. Constance Walker, project head, Systems 
Development Corp., Santa Monica, Cal.; Jorgan Vinding, 
consultant engineer, Statens Institut for Blinde og Svag- 
synede, Rymarksvej, Denmark, and Dr. Gonzalez Nieto, 
chief, School of Physiotherapy, Madrid. 

Walter Weiss, advisor and teacher in adult education, 
Roskilde Hojskole, Copenhagen (“Interaction of Research 
and Social Policy”). Discussant: Irvin P. Schloss, AFB’s 
legislative analyst, Washington, D.C. 

Dr. B. Roos, technical director, Handikappinstitutet, 
Bromma, Sweden (“State-of-the-Art Report: Prosthetics 


‘Research and Utilization in the U.S.S.R. and Scandinavia”). 


Dr. Donald A. Schon, president, Organization for Scien- 
tific and Technological Innovation (OSTI), Cambridge, 
Mass. (“Research on the Blindness System’). Discussant: 
Joseph Kohn, executive director, New Jersey Commission 
for the Blind. 

Dr. J. A. Leonard, director, Blind Mobility Research 
Unit, Department of Psychology, University of Nottingham 
(England) (“Sensory Supplementation: Navigation and 





Orientation”). Discussant: Dr. Emerson Foulke, director, 
Perceptual Alternatives Laboratory, University of Louisville. 
Dr. James C. Bliss, chief, Bioinformation Systems Group, 
Stanford Research Institute, Menlo Park, Cal. (“Sensory 
Supplementation: Reading”). Discussant: Dr. Paul A. 
Kolers, professor of psychology, University of Toronto. 

Leon Harmon, Department of Visual Research, Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories, Murray Hill, N.J. (“Sensory Supple- 
mentation: Non-Visual Information Processing”). Discus- 
sant: Dr. John H. Munson, senior research physicist, 
Stanford Research Institute. 

Dr. Eric Josephson, associate professor of sociomedical 
sciences, School of Public Health, Columbia University, 
summarized the proceedings of the first two days. Dr. 
Robert W. Mann, Germeshausen professor of mechanical 
engineering, M.I.T., provided the third day’s summary. 

John S. Crowley, president of the Foundation, was 
general chairman of the science seminar. Dr. Weisner was 
honorary chairman. Dr. Milton D. Graham, head of the 
AFB Research Department, coordinated the conference. 
Dr. Graham was the session chairman for the first day of 
the seminar; the second day’s chairman was Robert L. 
Robinson, director of the Social and Statistical Division, 
AFB, and Leslie L. Clark, director of IRIS, chaired the 
third day’s session. 


Wiesner Calls on Technologists 
To Develop Sensory Devices 


At the Oct. 27 awards banquet, Dr. Wiesner called on 
scientists and technologists to make a large-scale effort to 
develop sensory aids to help the blind, the deaf and the 
deaf-blind. He said “now was a propitious time for such 
an undertaking.” 

“At this moment the basic understandings and the sophis- 
ticated technologies needed to take major steps forward in 
sensory and learning aids for the blind, the deaf and the 
deaf-blind converge with a Presidential search for challeng- 
ing problems to engage the underemployed research and 
development industry of the nation,” Dr. Wiesner said. 

President Nixon recently initiated research into promising 
areas of technological development to be given support, 
along with other forms of encouragement, Dr. Wiesner 
added. “There were two purposes in mind for such sup- 
port,’ Dr. Wiesner stated. “One was to provide the basis 
for new technological development with very broad impli- 
cations for civilian industry. The second was designed to 
provide meaningful work for scientists, researchers and 
engineers who are rendered jobless as a result of reduction 
in military and space research spending.” 

Dr. Wiesner was presented with the 1971 Migel Medal 
by Jansen Noyes, Jr., chairman of the AFB Board of 
Trustees. The award to Dr. Wiesner was made specifically 
for his many years of efforts at M.I.T. in fostering research 
for sensory devices to aid the visually impaired, especially 
in the areas of mobility and reading. The medal was named 
for the late M. C. Migel, first president of the Foundation. 
Dr. Wiesner, a member of the AFB Board of Trustees, is 
a former chairman of the Foundation’s advisory committee 
on technical research and development. 

Lord Fraser was presented with the Helen Keller Inter- 
national Award by Richard H. Migel, vice-chairman of the 





REVEALS AFB PLAN — John S. Crowley, president of 
the AFB, told the Oct. 27 scientific conference of the 
Foundation’s plan to establish a special unit that would 
evaluate sensory devices for financing, manufacture and 
distribution by private industry. 


AFB Board of Trustees and son of M. C. Migel. The Helen 
Keller award was a presentation of the American Founda- 
tion for Overseas Blind. Lord Fraser was given the award 
for his 50 years of inspirational leadership as chairman of 
St. Dunstan’s rehabilitation center for blinded war veterans 
in London. 

Mr. Noyes also presented a citation to Mr. Migel, on 
behalf of the Foundation, in recognition of M. C. Migel’s 
major role in the founding of AFB, and of his active partici- 
pation in AFB throughout his lifetime. The citation also 
notes “the continuing interest and contributions of the 
other members of the family, especially Mr. Richard H. 
Migel, to the Foundation and to blind persons everywhere.” 

Other citations presented by Mr. Noyes went to the 
Association for the Education of the Visually Handicapped 
(AEVH) and the American Association of Workers for 
the Blind (AAWB) for the roles they played in the forma- 
tion of AFB. Carl J. Davis, president of AEVH, and 
Cleo B. Dolan, president of AAWB, received scrolls from 
Mr. Noyes on behalf of their respective organizations. 

Within the framework of nostalgia that punctuated the 
evening’s activities, every banquet guest was presented with 
a gold-plated, bronze medallion commemorating AFB’s 
fiftieth anniversary. The memento also served as a tribute 
to Helen Keller, who for more than four decades served 
as an AFB staff consultant until her death in 1968. The 
medallion, about the size of a silver dollar, bears an 
engraved likeness of Miss Keller on one side, with the 
reverse side inscribed with the Keller quotation: “While 
they were saying among themselves, ‘It cannot be done’ it 
was done.” 

Mr. Crowley was the banquet’s master of ceremonies. 





Highlights 
of 

AFB’s 

50th 
Anniversary 
Week 





A NOTE FROM THE QUEEN — Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth congratulated both AFB and Lord Fraser at 
the fiftieth anniversary banquet. Shown reading the 
message is John A. Ford, the British consul general. 





KELLER AWARD — Lord Fraser of Lonsdale (left) re- 
ceived the Helen Keller International Award at the AFB 
fiftieth anniversary banquet. Richard H. Migel made the 
presentation. 
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BIBLICAL GIFT — Dale C. Recker, D.D. (left), presented the 
first braille volume of The Book of Psalms, in Today’s English 
Version, to Eustace Seligman, AFB trustee emeritus, at the 
banquet as a gift from the American Bible Society. 





GIFT FROM AFB — Oscar 
Cohen (right) received a me- 
dallion bearing the likeness of 
Helen Keller from M. Robert 
Barnett, executive director of 


the AFB. 





SCIENCE TALK — En- 
grossed in conversation at the 
science conclave were, left to 
right, George C. Sumner, 
member of AFOB Board of 
Directors; Dr. Stephen Rich- 
ardson of Albert Einstein Col- 
lege of Medicine, New York, 
and Jorgan Vinding, consult- 
ant engineer, Statens Institut 
for Blinde og Svagsynede. 
Rymarksvej, Denmark. 
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ACTORS AS GUESTS — 
David Huffman (left) and 
Miss Gloria Swanson, of the 
“Butterflies Are Free’ stage 
Show, were Oct. 28 sympo- 
sium speakers. Center is C. 
Owen Pollard, director, Maine 
Bureau of Rehabilitation. 
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TEE-OFF SPEAKER — Dr. Irving F. Lu- SONAR SPECS ON TV —Dr. Leslie Kay (right), the 
koff was the opening speaker at the Oct. creator of the Sonar Glasses, is shown demonstrating the 
28-29 symposium, mobility device to Dr. Frank Field, the NBC science expert. 


NBC-TV showed the specs for its first public viewing. 
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RECEIVING LINE — Among the official greeters at the banquet were, from right to 


left, Jansen Noyes, Jr., Lady Fraser, Lord Fraser, Mrs. Jerome B. Wiesner, Dr. Wiesner 
and Mrs. Eustace Seligman. 


AEVH, AAWB Played Vital Roles 
In 1920 and ’21, Paving Way for AFB 


A footnote to the story of the AFB inception has been 
recorded by historians, who recall that the idea for an 
AFB started in June, 1920, at a Baltimore convention of 
the American Association of Instructors of the Blind (now 
AEVH). The convention passed a resolution to encourage 
formation of a national body that could provide leadership 
in all aspects of work for the blind. 

It was, however, the AAWB, meeting at Vinton, Iowa, 
in June, 1921, that finally provided a resolution creating 
a Committee on Incorporation of the American Foundation 
for the Blind. The committee, comprised of Henry R. 
Latimer (president of the AAWB and head teacher of the 
Maryland School for the Blind); James H. Preston of 
Baltimore, and Charles F. F. Campbell (founder and editor 
of the Outlook for the Blind), carried out the wishes of 
the convention, and on September 23, 1921, the AFB was 
incorporated under the laws of the state of Delaware, later 
re-incorporated in New York. The following year, the 
AAJIB endorsed the AAWB actions. 

During the period of organization, Mr. Latimer served 
as director-general of the AFB and Olin H. Burritt, superin- 
tendent of the Overbrook School for the Blind, Philadelphia, 
served temporarily as president. In 1922, M. C. Migel 
became president, and in 1923, Joseph C. Nate became 
director-general. 

AFB’s first offices, at 41 Union Square West, New York 
City, opened on February 1, 1923. The staff of the AFB 
at that time included Charles B. Hayes, director of the 
Bureau of Information and Publicity, and Robert B. Irwin, 
director of the Bureau of Research. Under a reorganization, 
Mr. Irwin became the first executive director of AFB in 
1929. (Detailed article on AFB formation in October, 1971 
issue of New Outlook for the Blind, as excerpted from 
Frances Koestler’s forthcoming book about the AFB.) 


Greater Militancy by the Blind 
Seen Factor in ‘Acceptance’ 


Blind people will inevitably become more militant in 
their demands for equal employment and acceptance, 
according to Oscar Cohen, national program director for 
the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith. 

“As each minority group in our society has watched the 
gains of others as they have reaped the rewards of mili- 
tancy, each minority group in turn has become more 
militant. Inevitably this will happen with the blind,” Mr. 
Cohen said on the opening day of the two-day symposium 
on Attitudes toward Blindness. 

Mr. Cohen emphasized that blind people, like all minority 
groups, suffer both prejudice and discrimination. Discrimi- 
nation will end, he said, only if there is a massive legislative 
and educational program in this country. 

Mr. Cohen urged the development of a concerted legisla- 
tive program in which blind and other handicapped persons 
would be brought under current Federal and state anti- 
discrimination laws. 

At the same meeting, Dr. Irving F. Lukoff, associate 
professor of social work research at Columbia University, 
and an expert on attitudes about blindness, pointed out that 
there is no single attitude toward blindness and blind 
persons, but rather a complicated combination of several. 

The sighted person’s perception of blindness and blind 
people seems to be related to the amount of experience he 
has had with blind persons, according to Dr. Lukoff. Dr. 
Lukoff concluded that one way to begin changing attitudes 
about blindness is for the blind person himself to serve 
as teacher: “A blind person who works, who is mobile, 
who does not readily accommodate to expressions of pity 
and sympathy, is the best teacher for sighted persons.” 

Following delivery of the Lukoff-Cohen position papers, 
the assembled invitees were divided into four groups, whose 
attitudinal discussions were directed towards 1) blind 





KELLER MEMENTO —A memento of the AFB fiftieth anniversary banquet was a 
gold-plated, bronze medallion bearing the engraved likeness of the late Helen Keller 
(shown left), At right is shown the medallion’s reverse side. 








CHAIRS SYMPOSIUM — Joseph Kohn was chairman of 
the Attitudes toward Blindness symposium. 


persons and their families; 2) agencies and professionals 
in the field of blindness; 3) agencies and professionals. out- 
side the field of blindness, and 4) the American community 
— media, legislation, education. 

The group sessions used discussion leaders, reactors and 
recorders to relay reactions and suggestions to the general 
session on the afternoon of the second day. 

Discussion leaders were Donald F. Simpson, commis- 
sioner of the Social and Rehabilitation Service, HEW, 
Chicago; Clay Coble, superintendent of the Tennessee 
School for the Blind in Donelson; Bernard Posner, deputy 
executive secretary of the President’s Committee’on Em- 
ployment of the Handicapped, Washington, D.C., and Burt 
L. Risley, executive director, State Commission for the 
Blind, Austin, Texas. 

The reactors were Ronald W. Workman, an Indiana 
insurance executive; Dr. Charles Stewart, dean of the 
Graduate School of Social Work, University of Georgia, 
Athens; C. Owen Pollard, director of the State Bureau of 
Rehabilitation, Augusta, Me., and Con Shea, executive 
director, Colorado Department of Social Services, Denver. 

The recorders, all AFB regional consultants, were Miss 
Jessamine Cobb of Region III, Chicago; Oraien E. Catledge, 
Region IV, Atlanta; Miss A. Marie Morrison, Region II, 
New York, and Edward R. Murray, Region V, Denver. 

Joseph Kohn, a member of the AFB Board of Trustees, 
was chairman of the symposium. R. Roy Rusk, director 
of the AFB Program Planning Department, was the 
coordinator. 

At the symposium’s luncheon meeting Oct. 28, Dr. 
Jean R. Hebeler, president of the Council for Exceptional 


Children, and head of the Department of Special Education, 
University of Maryland, presented to AFB a special citation 
commending it for “. . . developing public awareness, in 
securing resources, in extending the range and particularly, 
the quality of services for blind persons and their families 
and most especially in the focus on public attitudes toward 
the blind and blindness.” 

The following day, Harold Russell, chairman of the 
President’s Committee on Employment of the Handicapped, 
presented a scroll to AFB which recognized the Founda- 
tion’s half-century of “devoted efforts in improving an 
understanding of blindness and in improving living, working 
and learning conditions for blind persons.” The award 
also cites AFB’s “wholehearted support” of the President’s 
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped. 

Both the CEC and President’s Committee awards were 
accepted, respectively, on behalf of the Foundation by 
M. Robert Barnett, the Foundation’s executive director, 
and J. Max Woolly, AFB vice president. 

Miss Gloria Swanson and David Huffman, who are fea- 
tured in the Broadway play, “Butterflies Are Free,” were 
speakers at the Oct. 28 luncheon. The leading character 
in “Butterflies” is a blind boy (Huffman). Senator Jennings 
Randolph (D.-W.Va.) was scheduled to speak at the 
Oct. 29 luncheon session, but senatorial business forced a 
cancellation; Philip McGance, the senator’s legislative 
assistant, spoke in his stead. 

“Why a symposium on attitudes toward blindness?” Mr. 
McGance queried in quoting from the senator’s prepared 
text which he had planned to deliver at the symposium. 
Senator Randolph’s speech continued: “I believe this ques- 
tion is answered well in an HEW paper on ‘The Structure 
of Attitudes Toward the Disabled.’ It states: ‘Our attitudes 
toward the disabled are complex and less enlightened than 
Wwe imagine. We need more light on the formation of such 
attitudes, for this can suggest points at which we can 
intervene to shape or alter them. Without such insight, 
negative rather than favorable attitudes are apt to be 
formed, and once formed are not only very hard to change 
but also quite damaging to the rehabilitation process.’ ” 

Senator Randolph’s entire text was published Nov. 1 in 
the Congressional Record. 


Scientific Seminar Hears Crowley 
Tell of New Marketing Research 


The technology-science final luncheon session, on Oct. 27, 
heard the announcement by Mr. Crowley that AFB had 
launched a market feasibility study to evaluate a number 
of sensory devices for potential financing, manufacture 
and distribution by private industry. Although Mr. Crowley 


. did not refer to any specific sensory aids, he revealed that 


AFB planned to market devices already existing, or in 
the idea stage. 

Mr. Crowley indicated that eventually the project will 
operate on three levels. First, it would provide promotional 
information to engender public and industrial interest; 
second, it would present packaging concepts to manufac- 
turers and third, it would assume the roles of manufacturer, 
packager and distributor when it is not feasible for these 
functions to be performed by other sources. 
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Cleo Dolan Succeeds MacFarland, 
As AAWB President, on AFB Board 


Cleo B. Dolan, as the new president of the American 
Association of Workers for the Blind, has replaced Dr. 
Douglas C. MacFarland, AAWB’s outgoing president, on 
the AFB Board of Trustees. The board membership by 
AAWB’s president operates on a rotating basis, whereby 
the AAWB president automatically becomes a trustee. 

Mr. Dolan’s inclusion on the board was the only change 
this year other than the retirement from active membership 
of Byron M. Smith, who has been a trustee since 1952. 
Mr. Smith has become a trustee emeritus. 

William J. Sloboda, AFB associate director for adminis- 
tration, was elected assistant treasurer. 

The board held its annual meeting on Oct. 27, under the 
direction of John S. Crowley, the Foundation’s president, 
and Jansen Noyes, Jr., chairman of the board. 


AFB Regional Consultants Conduct 
Annual Conference in New York 


All AFB regional consultants met for two weeks in New 
York starting Oct. 18 for their annual Gotham conferences. 
In addition to their active participation in the AFB’s fiftieth 
anniversary celebration, which took place the week of 
Oct. 25, the consultants were occupied primarily during 
their New York meetings with discussions of future projects. 
Helping to prepare agencies around the country to meet the 
accreditation standards of the National Accreditation 
Council, and assisting local and state agencies to develop 
services for aging blind people, were among the priorities 
on the New York discussion program. 

Dr. Elliot Avedon, professor of social work at Waterloo 
College, Ontario, Canada, conducted a workshop on con- 
sultation which included “Historical, Social and Psycho- 
logical Aspects of Consultation.” In a second session, Dr. 
Avedon addressed the group on “Principles, Types and 
Roles of Consultation.” 

The regional consultants also heard various AFB staff 
members discuss their respective projects. 


Seeks to Stimulate Professionals 
On Services for Blind Children 


AFB has embarked on a program to reawaken professional 
people and the general public to the need for social and 
educational services for the young blind child. The Founda- 
tion has invited a group of prominent professionals in the 
early-childhood development field to join a national task 
force to assist AFB in promoting comprehensive programs 
for blind children and their parents. 

Harold G. Roberts, AFB’s associate director for service, 
pinpointed the need for such a program. “At no time in 
the present century has there been such interest in early 
childhood education as at present,” he said. “Recent studies 
have focused attention upon the deprivation of the environ- 
ment for many children. There has been a conscious effort 
in the last decade to compensate for this deprivation 
through a variety of educational services which attempt to 
organize the child’s experiences and effectively help him 
acquire a body of knowledge about the world around him.” 


Geriatric Blindness is Priority 
For AFB’s Regional Consultants 


As an outgrowth of its meeting last April in Los Angeles 
of the AFB National Task Force on Geriatric Blindness, 
the Foundation is directing its regional consultants toward 
implementing the national aging blind program through a 
series of actions at the local and state levels. The objective 
of the over-all program is to improve the total environment 
of aging blind people. 

One of the priorities scheduled for the regional con- 
sultants during the next year is their implementing the 
national geriatric program with local and state agencies. 

Improved housing and nursing homes will be among 
major considerations to which the regional consultants will 
direct their attention, in association with local and state 
organizations. Assimilation of blind people into programs 
of other senior citizen groups will also be considered. 


AFB’s consultants are now in the process of recruiting 
local and state planning committees with which they will 
develop their programs. 


AFB Program Broadens Services, 
Pushes ‘Independent Living’ 


The AFB is broadening its concept of personal services 
for blind people in order to advance its program of “inde- 
pendent living.” To help supply it with directions and 
guidelines, the Foundation has named a national task force 
with expertise in rehabilitation, medicine, communications, 
social work, sociology, psychology and home economics. 

Dr. Richard E. Burk, director of physical medicine and 
rehabilitation at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center, Dayton, 
Ohio, has been named chairman of the task force, which 
is scheduled to meet for the first time this winter, with 
date and location still to be announced. 


Deaf-Blind Center Names Roberts 


Harold G. Roberts, AFB associate director for service, 
has been named chairman of the advisory committee for 
the National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults. 
Mr. Roberts had been serving on the advisory committee 
of the Center, which is in New Hyde Park, N.Y. 


AFB Issues 1971-72 Aids Catalog; 
Lists 300 Items in 16 Categories 


The AFB has increased its 1971-72 print version of the 
Aids and Appliances catalog to 100,000 copies, and these 
are now available for free distribution upon application to 
the Foundation. The AFB had printed 60,000 copies of 
the 1970-71 edition. The braille version of 5,000 copies 
remains the same as previously and is also available free. 

The new catalog lists approximately 300 items in 16 
categories. Seventeen new items are included. 


AFB in Deal for Day to Publish Text 
on Visually Impaired Children 


The AFB has concluded arrangements with John Day, Inc., 
publishers, to bring out The Education of the Visually 
Handicapped Child, edited by Berthold Lowenfeld, Ph.D. 
The Foundation sponsored and financed writing of the 
hard-cover book, which is basically intended for use by 
students and teachers of courses pertaining to visually 
handicapped children. The book will also be directed 
towards parents and others concerned with visually im- 
paired youngsters. 

AFB has long felt the need for a definitive educational 
text on visually impaired children. The new book will be a 
successor to Education and Health of the Partially Seeing 
- Child, by Winifred Hathaway, first published in 1943 in 
cooperation with the National Society for the Prevention of 
Blindness. Original planning of the new book was carried 
out with the NSPB. 

The Day contract will enable AFB to achieve a poten- 
tially greater distribution of the book than could normally 
be gotten through its own facilities. The plan is for publica- 
tion next summer and availability in the universities for the 
following fall semester. 

Professionals well-known in education of the visually 
impaired have contributed chapters to the book. These in- 
clude Geraldine T. Scholl, Ph.D., professor of education, 
School of Education, University of Michigan; Mary K. 
Bauman, M.S., director of the Personnel Research Center, 
Philadelphia; Natalie C. Barraga, Ed.D., professor, De- 
partment of Special Education, University of Texas at 
Austin; Josephine L. Taylor, M.A., coordinator, Unit of 


Visually Handicapped, U.S. Office of Education; Freda . 


Henderson, Ed.S., elementary supervisor, Tennessee School 
for the Blind, and instructor, George Peabody College for 
Teachers, Nashville; Grace D. Napier, Ed.D., associate pro- 
fessor, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley; Stanley 
Suterko, M.A., assistant professor of education, School of 
Education, and assistant director, Institute of Blind Re- 
habilitation, Western Michigan University; Philip H. Hat- 
len, M.A., associate professor of special education, San 
Francisco State College, and Ferne Root Roberts, M.A., 
director of the Teaching Resource Center, Division of 
Teacher Education, City University of New York. 


Free AFB Air Spots for Libraries 


The Library of Congress Division for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, along with its affiliate 47 regional 
libraries administering to the needs of talking book readers, 
were recent recipients of free AFB TV and radio spot 
announcements designed to implement their local programs. 
The “how to” announcements explained to the librarians 
how they could adapt the spots and included suggestions 
on how they could place them with the stations. The AFB 
also supplied a limited number of color slides for TV. 


AFB Submits N.C., Pa. Reports; 
Studies Key to Potential Expansion 


Two AFB service studies were recently completed by the 
Community Services Division — one for the North Carolina 
Association for the Blind, in Raleigh, the other for the 
Delaware County Branch of the Pennsylvania Association 
for the Blind in Chester, Pa. The final reports for both, 
which were confidential, were submitted to the agency 
boards by Mrs. Doris P. Sausser, director of AFB’s Com- 
munity Services Division. 

The North Carolina report covered mainly such areas 
as administration, finances and services to blind clients, 
with special attention to the agency’s camping program. 
One of the purposes of the study was to help determine 
possible expansion of the agency’s services. Members of the 
AFB team who participated in the study, in addition to 
Mrs. Sausser, included Miss Marion V. Wurster, director 
of the Program Development Division, and Oraien E. 
Catledge, AFB consultant for Region IV, Atlanta. The 
North Carolina Association is entirely supported by the 
Lions Clubs of North Carolina. The AFB conducted the 
study at the invitation of Robert Frye, president of the 
North Carolina Association. 

The Delaware County request to AFB for a study came 
from Robert Stinson, chairman of its board. This survey 
also was undertaken with a view toward strengthening 
future services of the Delaware County Branch and, at the 
same time, was designed to prepare the Association to 
meet the accreditation standards of the National Accredi- 
tation Council. The report covered such subjects as social 
rehabilitation, administration, and the workshop program. 
Mrs. Sausser coordinated a team that included Miss A. 
Marie Morrison, AFB Region II consultant, New York; J. 
Albert Asenjo, AFB rehabilitation specialist, and Joseph 
Pike, executive director of the Albany (N.Y.) Association 
for the Blind. 


Arthur Voorhees Retires; 
Rehabilitation Specialist Feted 


Arthur L. Voorhees, a rehabilitation specialist with the 
AFB since 1957, retired recently. He had been on a leave 
of absence because of illness. Friends, associates and col- 
leagues in the field feted Mr. Voorhees at the Foundation 
on November 16. 

Mr. Voorhees was an AFB consultant to agencies all over 
the country for many years in providing vocational and 
employment services for blind persons. 

Prior to joining AFB, he was a rehabilitation specialist 


_ with the U.S. Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, from 


1946 to 1957. Earlier he had held positions with the U.S. 
Office of Education as a field representative; acting director 
of the Colorado Industries for the Blind, Denver, and 
placement officer of the New Jersey State Commission for 
the Blind, in Newark, where he organized the Commission’s 
industrial placement office. 

Mr. Voorhees was the recipient of the MacAulay Award, 
presented by the American Association of Workers for the 
Blind for his work in fostering employment of blind people. 





AFB, LC in Grants of $15,000 Each 
For Recording for Blind Study 


The AFB and the Library of Congress Division for the 
Blind and Physically Handicapped have each given a grant 
of $15,000 to Recording for the Blind, Inc. to explore the 
feasibility of a four-track monaural cassette that would 
operate at a speed of 15/16. Monaural cassettes currently 
in use operate on two tracks at a speed of 1%. 

If perfected and adapted, a conversion would mean that 
the cassettes would have four times as much playing time 
as that of current cassettes. 


AFB Completes 16mm. Film Short 
As Guide to Sighted People 


The AFB has completed a 16mm. color short (13 minutes) 
designed to aid sighted people in resolving problems that 
may arise for them in their meeting with blind persons. 
The film is titled, appropriately enough, “What Do You 
Do When You See a Blind Person?” It will be distributed 
to TV stations, agencies and schools for the blind, and 
other public service organizations. 

“What Do You Do?” is predicated, to some extent, on 
a recently published AFB pamphlet of the same title and 
theme, which has had a wide demand and distribution. The 
New York-produced film features Jim Jones, a blind com- 
puter programmer, and Phil Bruns, a professional actor. 
It employs comic overtones in depicting a sighted person’s 
misconceptions of blind people and supplies some guide- 
lines on how a sighted person can achieve a mutually 
satisfying relationship with a blind person. 

Si Fried was the producer and Arthur Zigouras, head of 
the AFB’s Public Education Division, directed the film. 
Edward Blake was the narrator. 

AFB is distributing the film for a nominal purchase price 
or rental fee. 


Personnel 


GEORGE MALMBERG has been 
named controller of both the 
AFB and AFOB, a post that has 
been vacant for the past year. 
Mr. Malmberg reports directly 
to William J. Sloboda, associate 
director for administration. 

In addition to his duties in 
connection with the Finance 
Department, Mr. Malmberg has 
assumed supervisory responsibility for the Data Processing 
Division, which had formerly been under the direction of 
the Business and Office Management Division. 

Mr. Malmberg most recently was accounting manager of 
Cosmair, Inc., a New Jersey cosmetics manufacturer. From 
1962 to 1966 Mr. Malmberg was assistant controller at 
Woodward-Clyde Association, an engineering firm based in 
Clifton, N.J. 

Mr. Malmberg holds a B.S. in accounting from Fairleigh 
Dickinson University. 





ROBERT H. CAROLAN, until re- 
cently executive director of the 
Catholic Guild for All the Blind 
in Newton, Mass., has joined the 
staff of AFB as a regional con- 
sultant. Mr. Carolan will be a 
liaison with state and local agen- 
cies in the eight states comprising 
the northeastern area. He will 
headquarter in New York. 
Mr. Carolan, who joined the Guild in 1963, was assistant 
director of that agency before taking over the top post. 
During his tenure at the Guild, he also served as rehabilita- 
tion director for three years. Before joining the Guild, Mr. 
Carolan was an instructor in Latin, German and religion 
at St. Sebastian’s Country Day School in Newton, Mass. 
Mr. Carolan received an A.B. from St. John’s Seminary 
in Brighton, Mass., where he majored in philosophy. 


BETH J. PHILLIPS, educator and 
physical therapist, has joined the 
staff of AFB in the newly created 
post of training specialist in the 
Program Development Division. 
Miss Phillips’ duties encompass 
developing skills of personnel 
employed in service for blind 
people. 

Before joining the AFB, Miss 
Phillips was a consultant in the Division of Education, 
American Physical Therapy Association. Previously, she 
was an assistant professor, then an associate professor, 
while at the same time serving for 15 years as director of 
curriculum in physical therapy at the Marquette University 
School of Medicine. Additional professional experience in 
physical therapy was gained at Stanford University and the 
Georgia Warm Springs Foundation. During World War II, 
Miss Phillips served as chief physical therapist with the 
65th General Hospital, Army of the United States. 

Miss Phillips holds a B.S. in education and physical 
therapy from Simmons College, Boston, and an M.A. in 
education and physical therapy from Stanford University 
in California. Her professional memberships include the 
Association of American Medical Colleges, the American 
Physical Therapy Association and the American Associa- 
tion of Health, Physical Education and Recreation. 





STEPHEN BLACK is an addition 
to the AFB Information De- 
partment, as an information spe- 
cialist in the Public Education 
Division. Under the supervision 
of Arthur Zigouras, director of 
the division, Mr. Black will assist 
in development of radio and TV 
public service programming. He 
will also be in charge of the film 





distribution service. 
Before joining AFB, Mr. Black operated his own sales 
promotion agency in New York City. Prior to this, he had 


been an assistant merchandising manager and promotion 
copywriter at Look Magazine, New York, and a writer of 
TV commercials in Oklahoma City. 


Mr. Black is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma, 
where he received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree as a 
major in broadcasting and drama. 


AFB Winds Up Cosmetology Workshop, 
Presents Finale at New York Store 


The Bergdorf Goodman store in New York provided one of 
its conference rooms as the backdrop for the final AFB 
cosmetology workshop on Oct. 12. The all-day session, at 
which rehabilitation teachers and other personnel in agen- 
cies for the blind were taught the techniques of make-up 
for their ultimate dissemination to clients in their own 
agencies, was the twenty-first workshop conducted by AFB 
since the first was presented in November, 1969. Helena 
Rubinstein has been the technical consultant for the 
workshop since the program’s inception. 

The workshops, which were originated by J. Albert 

Asenjo, AFB rehabilitation specialist, have thus far resulted 
' in more than 3,500 visually impaired women receiving the 
benefits from the techniques. 

The final workshop was attended by Andrew Goodman, 
president of Bergdorf Goodman; Miss Mala Rubinstein of 
Helena Rubinstein; M. Robert Barnett, executive director 
of the AFB; Harold G. Roberts, AFB associate director 
for service, and Miss Marion V. Wurster, director of the 
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Briefly... 


Marion V. Wurster, director of the AFB Program Devel 
ment Division, named to the 1972-73 Who’s Who « 
American Women. 


John Likely, AFB business manager, was feted by 
associates to mark his 25 years with the Foundation. 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the - . 
American Foundation for the Blind to keep those in- 


volved in services for blind persons informed about 
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